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Suruchi endeavor in Skill/ Entrepreneur Development Domain 
 

Diploma in Dairy Technology (DDT) in alli-
ance with IGNOU 

Study Center authorized by School of Agriculture In-
dira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) Details 
as below: 

Academy of Dairy Skill Development (ADSkiD) 
Unit of Suruchi Consultants 
C-49, Sector-65, Noida U.P – 201307 
SC/PSC Code: 39018P 
Prog. In-charge: Mr. Sanjay Singhal 
Contact no. : +91-0120+4370845 
Email:  adskid39018p@gmail.com  

 
New admissions are closed  
  

Indian Dairy Map 2017 launched on 27th Oc-
tober, at Pune. 

Aspiring entrepreneurs might attend our in-
troductory session (Free) on how to set up 
dairy farm and plant on every 4thSaturday of 
Every month from 2 PM to 5 PM, Prior regis-
tration is must and for that contact our of-
fice. 
For more information please email on 
info@suruchiconsultants.com or contact at +91 
0120 4320845 

  60th Dairy Entrepreneurship Development 
Program (DEDP) at Suruchi Consultants, C-
49, Sec-65, Noida.  Date will be announced 
soon. 

For more information please follow the link:  

https://www.suruchiconsult-
ants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/train-
ing/3_58th%20DEDP%20MAy_june_2019.pdf 

4th Practical Dairy Entrepreneurship Develop-
ment Program (PDEDP) at Suruchi 

Consultants, C-49, Sec-65, Noida, Dates will 
be announced soon. 

For more information please follow the link:  

http://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDown-
loads/downloads/train-
ing/9_14092019_PdEDP_brochure.pdf 

Dairy Startup Sensitization Program from 
farm to table in Noida. On 29th February, 
2020 
 

For more information please follow the link: 

http://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDown-
loads/downloads/training/8_21122019_DSSP.pdf 

Suruchi has launched Online Dairy Entrepre-
neurship Development Program (ODEDP). It 
is 12 weeks program. Registrations are open 
till 29th February,2020. 
Watch-
Video:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
5iS432VlGc8&t=42s 

For more information please visit on website 
http://skilldairy.com/ 

7th Regional Dairy Entrepreneurship Develop-

ment Program (RDEDP) Dates will be an-
nounced soon. 

https://www.suruchiconsult-
ants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/train-
ing/1_7th%20RDEDP%20Brochure.pdf 

Mandatory training “Food Saftey Supervisor” for 
dairy sector as per FSSAI is being organised  on 
25th & 26th of March 2020 .
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Indian News 

9899 women dairy cooperatives will be formed under AP-Amul project 
DEC 15, 2020 

https://dairynews7x7.com/9899-women-dairy-cooperatives-will-be-formed-under-ap-amul-project/ 

 
nimal Husbandry, Dairy Development 

and Fisheries Minister S. Appala Raju 

on Saturday said as many as 9,899 milk 

cooperative societies would be formed with 

women as part of the Andhra Pradesh-Amul 

project aimed at increasing the milk production 

and marketing in the State. 

Accompanied by Rajamahendravaram MP M. 

Bharat, Mr. Appala Raju on Saturday inaugu-

rated the district-level medical camp for cattle 

at Komaripalem village in Bikkavolu mandal in 

East Godavari district, where he laid a founda-

tion stone for the building of Sri Lakshmi Pri-

mary Agriculture Cooperative Society. 

“As much as ₹3,200 crore fund has been ear-

marked to give a fillip to the dairy sector in the 

State as part of the Andhra Pradesh-Amul pro-

ject. The disease mapping of the cows and buf-

faloes will also be done to monitor the cattle 

population through the Secretariats. The Amul 

project will guarantee the remunerative price 

for milk,” said Mr. Appala Raju. 

 

 

National Dairy Research Institute (NDRI) Karnal tops the ICAR list 
DEC 15, 2020 

https://dairynews7x7.com/national-dairy-research-institute-ndri-karnal-tops-the-icar-list/ 

 
HE National Dairy Research Institute 

(NDRI), a pioneering institute working in 

the field of dairy research and education 

since 1923, has again bagged the top position in 

the country in the Indian Council of Agricultural 

Research’s (ICAR) Agricultural Universities Rank-

ing. It is the fourth time in a row that the NDRI 

has achieved this distinction. The institute had 

received the Sardar Patel Outstanding Institute 

Award in the dairy sector in 2014. 

Originally started as Imperial Institute of Animal 

Husbandry and Dairying in Bangalore in 1923, 

the institute was named NDRI after Independ-

ence. It was shifted to Karnal in 1955. In 1989, it 
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got the status of a deemed university. National 

icons like Mahatma Gandhi and Madan Mohan 

Malaviya received training from this institute 

when it was based in Bangalore. The NDRI has 

two regional stations: southern (Bengaluru) and 

eastern (Kalyani). 

Team effort 

Dr Manohar Singh, Director, NDRI, says the sci-

entists and other staff members of the institute 

have been working tirelessly on developing 

technologies and also providing high-quality 

manpower for various dairy development and 

extension programmes in the country. 

The NDRI is credited with developing expertise 

in technologies such as embryo transfer, in vitro 

fertilisation, cloning, transgenics; manufacturing 

a variety of nutritious dairy products; producing 

tools for the detection of milk adulterants; and 

employment generation. Several technologies 

developed by the institute are being used for 

commercial purposes by dairy industries, the Di-

rector says. 

“We produced the first cloned buffalo and es-

tablished that a cloned animal can reproduce 

normally. The male clone is giving good quality 

germplasm, while the female gave birth to a 

calf,” says Dr Singh, who was a member of the 

cloning team at that time. 

State of the art technology 

Various laboratories in the institute are 

equipped with state-of-the-art analytical instru-

ments for carrying out advanced research in 

molecular biology, cell culture, fermentation 

technology, protein chemistry, nutritional stud-

ies, food technology, microbiology, micro ele-

ment analysis etc. 

“The institute has 75 externally funded projects 

sanctioned by agencies such as the ICAR, Coun-

cil of Scientific and Industrial Research, Depart-

ment of Biotechnology, Department of Science 

and Technology, Ministry of Food Processing 

and Industry, National Dairy Development 

Board, state agricultural universities, and for-

eign agencies like the Bill & Melinda Gates 

Foundation,” he adds. 

Last year, the NDRI developed about 40 tech-

nologies and generated Rs 38 lakh from the 

commercialisation of these technologies. “The 

NDRI is doing high-quality research both in the 

laboratory and the field,” Dr Singh adds. 

The Director says the institute has been working 

for the development of indigenous dairy breeds 

and helping dairy farmers become self-reliant. 

 

High Court Seeks Google, Facebook Reply On Amul’s Plea 
DEC 15, 2020 

https://dairynews7x7.com/high-court-seeks-google-facebook-reply-on-amuls-plea-over-videos-on-cows/ 

 
he Delhi High Court has sought the re-

sponse of Google and Facebook on a 

plea moved by the Gujarat Cooperative 

Milk Marketing Federation (GCMMF) Limited, 

which sells milk and dairy products under the 

Amul trademark, seeking removal of certain vid-

eos alleging that those are cruel to cows. 

Issuing notice to the two social media platforms 

and the person who uploaded the videos and 

seeking their replies to the GCMMF’s suit, Jus-

tice Mukta Gupta refrained from passing any in-

terim order directing removal of the videos, ti-

tled “Unholy Cattle of India: Exposing Cruelty in 

the Indian Dairy Industry”, from YouTube and 

Facebook. 

The court asked the person, who uploaded the 

video, to indicate in his reply how the GCMMF 

or its members were indulging in cruelty to 

cows and why Amul’s mascot was used in the 

video. 
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With the direction, the court listed the matter 

for hearing on January 15, 2021.The GCMMF, in 

its suit, has sought the removal of the videos 

from YouTube and Facebook, claiming that the 

person who has uploaded those is targeting it. 

Slanderous Content 

The suit has contended that the videos up-

loaded by defendant Nitin Jain “were slander-

ous and disparaged and denigrated the Amul 

brand and trademark”. 

Jain’s lawyers — senior advocate Raj Panjwani 

and advocates Supriya Juneja and Priyanka Ban-

gari — told the court that the Amul trademark 

was not being used by their client for commer-

cial purposes. 

Taking note of the defendant’s stand and the 

fact that the videos were in public domain since 

2018, the court said it was not passing any ad 

interim injunction and was giving Jain an oppor-

tunity to file his reply. 

“Along with the reply affidavit, the defendant 1 

(Jain) will also state whether it obtains any prof-

its out of the videos uploaded and if yes, the 

statement of accounts thereof,” the court said. 

 

 

Vijaya ice cream ready to roll 
14th Dec 2020 

https://telanganatoday.com/vijaya-ice-cream-ready-to-roll 

 
yderabad: Vijaya Dairy of Telangana 

State is all set to launch its new ice 

cream brand on January 26 on the oc-

casion of Republic Day. The Dairy will also be 

setting up new outlets including one in Vijaya-

wada on December 19, as part of expansion of 

its operations in Telangana and the rest of the 

country. 

The Vijaya Dairy will organise a free mega veter-

inary camp in Khammam to distribute buffaloes 

to eligible beneficiaries. 

Announcing these initiatives at a review meet-

ing here on Monday, Animal Husbandry and 

Fisheries Minister Talasani Srinivas Yadav said 

Vijaya Dairy-Telangana will be setting up new 

outlets on a large scale with the objective of 

bringing popular dairy products closer to the 

people. He pointed out that Vijaya Dairy which 

was suffering huge losses started earning prof-

its due to proactive measures taken by the 

State government, besides increasing its outlets 

from 208 to 340. He instructed the Dairy man-

aging director Srinivasa Rao to increase the out-

lets and also take extensive measures to in-

crease sales of dairy products on a par with pri-

vate dairies. 

“The State government is paying cash incentive 

of Rs 4 per litre to dairy farmers. Vijaya Dairy 

should improve its sales so that it pays the cash 

incentive from its profits,” the Minister said. 

Further, the Vijaya Dairy management was di-

rected to prepare a comprehensive report for 

purchase of vehicles under Vijaya Dairy and re-

place the leased vehicles under operation. 

Fish, shrimp distribution 

For effective implementation of the free fish 

and shrimp distribution into water bodies 

across the State, the Minister directed the offi-

cials to draw up necessary plans to utilise the 

resources available in the State and produce 

fishlings rather than procuring them from other 

States. They were asked to look into proposals 

to promote private companies in this regard. He 
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instructed the officials to invite applications 

from eligible candidates for setting up and oper-

ating mobile fish outlets proposed to be 

launched in all 150 divisions of Greater Hydera-

bad Municipal Corporation. 

Pointing out that the State government took up 

several development and welfare programmes 

worth crores of rupees, Srinivas Yadav in-

structed the officials to conduct field visits and 

monitor the successful implementation of these 

schemes. He directed Animal Husbandry Secre-

tary Anita Rajendra to submit a report on the 

existing vacancies in the departments con-

cerned in the wake of Chief Minister K Chan-

drashekhar Rao’s direction to fill all vacant 

posts in the State government departments. 

Free medicine 

Besides operating the mobile veterinary clinics, 

the Minister asked the officials concerned to 

procure necessary medicines and distribute 

them for free to the dairy farmers. He directed 

the officials to convene a meeting with the GVK 

representatives to resolve pending issues and 

offer better call centre services to dairy farm-

ers. He said there was also a need to monitor 

the schemes being implemented under the aus-

pices of the Central government. 

The Minister said Telangana stood in first place 

in the country for implementing artificial insem-

ination programme successfully to develop 

quality livestock. He directed the officials to ex-

pedite the work to start the cattle semen pro-

duction centre at Kansanpalli next month. 

 

 

Milk Mantra appoints Biswajit Mishra as CFO 
December 14, 2020 3:15 PM 

https://www.financialexpress.com/brandwagon/milk-mantra-appoints-biswajit-mishra-as-cfo/2149681/ 

 
airy firm Milk Mantra has appointed 

Biswajit Mishra as the chief financial 

officer (CFO) of the company. In his 

new role, Mishra will be responsible for leading 

the financial operations at Milk Mantra while 

optimising the strategic expansion of the busi-

ness. He will be based out of the head office at 

Bhubaneswar, Odisha. 

With multi-dimensional skills in managing fi-

nance, accounts, risk, operations, taxation, and 

audits, Mishra has led beyond the boundaries of 

traditional financial executives and has been a 

part of many strategic initiatives that have posi-

tively impacted business performances. Prior to 

joining Milk Mantra, Mishra was based out of 

Sri Lanka as the chief financial officer for Aussee 

Oats Milling Pvt. Ltd., a joint venture entity of 

Future Group. He has also worked as the fi-

nance head, Southern Indian Operations 

for Parag Milk Foods, the head – internal audit 

at Creamline Dairy in Hyderabad, and as the 

senior audit manager for various organisations 

across the country in the past. 

Dairy firm Milk Mantra has appointed Biswajit 

Mishra as the chief financial officer (CFO) of the 

company. In his new role, Mishra will be re-

sponsible for leading the financial operations at 

Milk Mantra while optimising the strategic ex-

pansion of the business. He will be based out of 

the head office at Bhubaneswar, Odisha. 

With multi-dimensional skills in managing fi-

nance, accounts, risk, operations, taxation, and 

audits, Mishra has led beyond the boundaries of 

traditional financial executives and has been a 
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part of many strategic initiatives that have posi-

tively impacted business performances. Prior to 

joining Milk Mantra, Mishra was based out of 

Sri Lanka as the chief financial officer for Aussee 

Oats Milling Pvt. Ltd., a joint venture entity of 

Future Group. He has also worked as the fi-

nance head, Southern Indian Operations 

for Parag Milk Foods, the head – internal audit 

at Creamline Dairy in Hyderabad, and as the 

senior audit manager for various organisations 

across the country in the past. 

 

 

Amul seeks removal of videos claiming they are cruel to cows — HC asks Google, Face-

book to respond 
DEC 13, 2020, 19:49 IST 

https://www.businessinsider.in/business/corporates/news/amul-seeks-removal-of-videos-claiming-they-are-cruel-

to-cows-hc-asks-google-facebook-to-respond/articleshow/79708126.cms 

 
he Delhi High Court has sought the re-

sponse of Google and Facebook on a 

plea moved by the Gujarat Cooperative 

Milk Marketing Federation (GCMMF) Limited, 

which sells milk and dairy products under 

the Amul trademark, seeking removal of certain 

videos alleging that those are cruel to cows. 

Issuing notice to the two social media platforms 

and the person who uploaded the videos and 

seeking their replies to the GCMMF's suit, Jus-

tice Mukta Gupta refrained from passing any in-

terim order directing removal of the videos, ti-

tled "Unholy Cattle of India: Exposing Cruelty in 

the Indian Dairy Industry", from YouTube and 

Facebook. 

The court asked the person, who uploaded the 

video, to indicate in his reply how the GCMMF 

or its members were indulging in cruelty to 

cows and why Amul's mascot was used in the 

video. 

 

 

Karimnagar to make dairy industry more profita'bull' 
13th December 2020 08:52 AM 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/telangana/2020/dec/13/karimnagar-to-make-dairy-industry-more-

profitabull-2235496.html 

 

ARIMNAGAR:  The Karimnagar Milk 

Producer Company Limited (KMPL), 

aka Karimnagar Dairy, has embarked 

upon the ambitious task of distributing breed-

ing bulls to milk societies of erstwhile Karimna-

gar district. The move aims at increasing milk 

production in the district, and thereby support 
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milk producers.In addition to undertaking artifi-

cial insemination of milching animals, the Ka-

rimnagar Dairy has begun distributing breeding 

bulls in the interior villages of the district, 

where dairy veterinary assistants are unable to 

perform the insemination. 

After the breeding bulls procured from Haryana 

and Punjab are distributed to milk societies, the 

latter would select a farmer for rearing the bull 

and offer them maintenance support. The ani-

mal would then be made to mate with buffa-

loes. Karimnagar Dairy chairman Ch Rajeshwara 

Rao, along with Managing Director P Shankar 

Reddy, distributed 14 breeding bulls to various 

societies recently. The allotment of breeding 

bulls was done through a draw of lots in a trans-

parent manner. The Dairy is providing the 

breeding bulls at 50 per cent subsidy. It would 

also help societies with animal insurance for a 

three-year period. 

Stating that the Karimnagar Dairy had intro-

duced a total of 32 welfare schemes for milk-

producing farmers, Rajeshwara Rao said that all 

the schemes were being provided in a transpar-

ent manner free of cost. He said that they had 

set a target of increasing milk procurement to 5 

lakh litres per day. 

P Shankar Reddy said that the distribution of 

breeding bulls was a continuous process, which 

would help increase milk production in the dis-

trict. He said that at present, they were procur-

ing 1.25 lakh litres of milk per day and selling 

1.45 lakh litres of milk per day. 

Bulls being given at 50% subsidy 

After the breeding bulls procured from Haryana 

and Punjab are distributed to milk societies, the 

latter would select a farmer for rearing the bull 

and offer them maintenance support. The ani-

mal would then be made to mate with buffa-

loes. Karimnagar Dairy is providing the breeding 

bulls at 50 per cent subsidy. It would also help 

milk societies with animal insurance for a three-

year period. Managing Director P Shankar 

Reddy said that the distribution of breeding 

bulls was a continuous process, which would 

help increase milk production in the erstwhile 

district 

 

Govt discusses ways to improve livelihood of dairy farmers 
DEC 12, 2020 

https://dairynews7x7.com/govt-discusses-ways-to-improve-livelihood-of-dairy-farmers-with-cooperatives/ 

 
nion Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and 

Dairying Minister Giriraj Singh on Fri-

day discussed ways to improve liveli-

hood of dairy farmers through different innova-

tive business models with the NDDB and dairy 

cooperatives. U 
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Besides National Dairy Development Board 

(NDDB), representatives of Gujarat Milk Mar-

keting Federation (GCMMF) and Kaira District 

Cooperative Milk Producers” Union were pre-

sent in the meeting held at Anand, Gujarat. 

“Dairying in India is more about livelihoods to 

millions of farmers than simply a business. Milk 

is also India”s single largest agricultural com-

modity in value terms and is more than the 

combined value of paddy and wheat put to-

gether,” a statement said quoting minister hav-

ing said during discussion. 

To achieve the target of doubling farmers” in-

come, the NDDB is promoting technology-

driven income generating activities for the dairy 

farmers, he said. 

“Motivating and involving dairy farmers in mul-

tiple streams of income through diverse alter-

native activities targeted at their livelihood di-

versification is important for building their eco-

nomic resilience and welfare,” he noted. 

The minister also interacted with dairy farmers 

at Zakariyapura village and appreciated them 

for adopting a new technology of biogas plants. 

These biogas plants are installed by the dairy 

farmers in their backyard for producing gas to 

be used as cooking fuel. 

The bio-slurry produced from these biogas 

plants is primarily used by the farmers in their 

own field and surplus bio-slurry gets sold to 

other farmers or converted into organic fertilis-

ers. 

Further, the minister lauded farmers for ventur-

ing into slurry processing and manufacturing of 

organic fertiliser and stressed for the market ac-

cess for sale of surplus slurry produced through 

a village dairy cooperative society. 

Singh also visited NDDB”s modern Ovum Pick 

Up and InVitro Embryo Production (OPU-IVEP) 

facility. 

 

 

Rajamahendravaram: Amul to take over Godavari Dairy 
DEC 11, 2020 

https://dairynews7x7.com/rajamahendravaram-amul-to-take-over-godavari-dairy/ 

 
he prestigious Godavari Dairy known as 

Vijaya Dairy is going under the control 

of Gujarat-based Amul Milk Company in 

a few days. The company officials had visited 

the dairy in September and gave their nod to 

take over the dairy. Under the aegis of Andhra 

Pradesh Dairy Development Corporation, Vijaya 

dairy had flourished between 1978 and 1990 

with 400 regular staff and 200 temporary work-

ers. 

Thousands of in twin Godavari districts supplied 

milk to the dairy and used to get their liveli-

hood.Milk and milk-based products were sold 

on Vijaya brand name. Since 1991, the milk unit 

had been facing many problems due to lack of 

proper management. To matters worse, the 

dairy’s executive body’s term expired in the 

year 2017 and so far no new executive body 

was constituted afterwards. 

Because of this, the milk collection was also 

drastically reduced and the farmers did not 

show interest to supply milk. Meanwhile, the 

government introduced Milk Mission scheme in 

the year 2013 to revive the dairy and also to 

provide livelihood to poor unemployed women 

but in vain. 
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Pasukranthi Scheme introduced in 2004 also 

failed and many private dairies came into exist-

ence and because of this Godavari Dairy lost its 

sheen. In the wake of Amul’s entry, the district 

administration is trying to establish 1000 milk 

collection centres in the district to supply milk 

to Amul.

Heritage Foods launches probiotic curd with immunity benefits 
DEC 11, 2020 
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ill initially be available in Hyderabad, 

later in the rest of the country 

Heritage Foods has launched a pro-

biotic curd containing the Bifidobacterium 

strain which boosts the immune system by im-

proving overall gut health. 

The probiotic curd is rich in good bacteria and 

offers nutritional benefits to improve gut 

health. Healthy gut leads to high immunity. Her-

itage Probiotic Curd has the goodness of two 

special strains of Probiotic bacteria — 

Bifidobacterium and Lactobacillus Acidophilus. 

Initially, Heritage Probiotic Curd will be availa-

ble in Hyderabad. It will be launched subse-

quently in the rest of the country. 

Brahmani Nara, Executive Director, in a state-

ment said, “Probiotic curd strengthens our 

overall immunity boosting product basket and 

our consumers are pampered with a wide range 

of choice, be it in milk or curd. Probiotics has 

been widely used worldwide for not only its gut 

health benefits but in supporting the immune 

system.” 

The Bifidobacterium strain helps to improve 

bowel function in adults with infrequent bowel 

movements and with reduced incidence of cry-

ing and fussing in babies too. It has a protective 

effect and can improve the immune system 

against certain diseases. While, Lactobacillus 

Acidophilus has a good effect on improving gut 

health, which ultimately results in healthy life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W 

https://dairynews7x7.com/heritage-foods-launches-probiotic-curd-with-immunity-benefits/


Gujarat goats go global with its milk 
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or nearly two decades, Bhoja Saniya, a 

sixth generation ‘maldhari’ was selling 

his goats’ milk either to small time tea 

vendors or as ‘mawa’ and ghee to unbranded 

local dairies. This loose trade would earn 

Saniya, who owns 100 goats and 200 sheep, a 

paltry Rs 15 per litre of milk. But was in the 

past. 

 

Now, the tribal maldhari herdsman is getting his 

money’s worth after organised players have 

started buying his goats’ milk for Rs 35 a litre to 

produce frozen goat milk, goat milk powder and 

even goat milk soaps to be sold in both national 

and international markets. 

 

“There are 24 villages just in our Jamjodhpur ta-

luka where we maldharis are settled. Put to-

gether we own 36,000 livestock just in one ta-

luka. Regular collection of milk will generate ad-

ditional income for everyone,” said Saniya, a 

resident of Sheth Vadala village of Jamnagar’s 

Jamjodhpur taluka. 

 

 

 

Karimnagar Dairy distributing breeding bulls to boost milk production 
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he Karimnagar Milk Producer Company 

limited (Karimnagar Dairy) has em-

barked on an ambitious mission of dis-

tributing breeding bulls to milk societies in erst-

while Karimnagar district to increase milk pro-

duction that would benefit milk producers. 

Along with the artificial insemination of milch 

animals, dairy authorities have started distrib-

uting the breeding bulls in the interior villages 

where the dairy’s veterinary assistants are una-

ble to conduct insemination of the milching ani-

mals. The breeding bulls procured from Haryana 

and Punjab states are being distributed to the 

milk societies. The milk societies would select 

the farmer for rearing the bull and provide 

maintenance support of the animal and it would 
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be used for crossing with the buffaloes to in-

crease the milk production. 

The allotment of breeding bulls was done only 

through a draw of lots in a transparent manner. 

The dairy was providing breeding bulls on 50 

per cent subsidy. They were also helping in the 

insurance of the animal for three years period. 

Dairy chairman Ch Rajeshwara Rao along with 

Managing Director P Shankar Reddy distributed 

14 breeding bulls to various societies on the 

dairy premises on Thursday. 

Speaking on the occasion, he said that this was 

the fourth slot of distribution of breeding bulls 

to the societies at the rate of 14 bulls in each 

slot and distributed 56 murrah bulls this year. 

They had provided insurance to the animals in 

such a way to replace the new bull if the animal 

dies of any reason. 

Stating that the Karimnagar dairy had intro-

duced a total of 32 welfare schemes for the milk 

producing farmers, he informed that the dairy 

was providing all the schemes in a transparent 

manner free of cost without giving scope for 

any corruption at any level.  He said that they 

had set a target of increasing the milk procure-

ment to 5 lakh litres per day. 

Managing director P Shankar Reddy said that 

the distribution of breeding bulls was a continu-

ous process to increase the milk production in 

the district.  Presently, they were procuring 1.25 

lakh litres of milk per day and selling 1.45 lakh 

litres of milk and another 50 lakh litres of curd, 

he informed. 

 

Farm produce exports exceed $10 b in April-Oct Livestock declines 
DEC 11, 2020 
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asmati continues to be the top grosser 

in Apeda’s product portfolio 

Fuelled by the rising demand for Indian 

rice, exports of farm produce monitored by the 

Agricultural and Processed Food Products Ex-

port Development Authority (Apeda) crossed 

the $10 billion mark during the April-October 

period this year, registering almost a 20 per 

cent growth over same period last year. 

While basmati rice continues to be the largest 

exported farm produce, the robust demand for 

the cereals has pushed up the shipment of non-

basmati rice. 

The non-basmati rice, which overtook the ship-

ments of buffalo meat in value terms during 

April-September period, is now seen bridging 

the gap with basmati rice. 
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Non-basmati volumes 

In volumes, non-basmati shipments more than 

doubled to 6.12 million tonnes (mt)during April-

October (2.81 mt in the same period last year), 

while basmati shipments were at 2.74 mt (2.05 

mt). 

Shipments of non-basmati could have been 

higher for the April-October period, but for the 

congestion in the main shipping port of Ka-

kinada, said BV Krishna Rao, President of The 

Rice Exporters Association. 

“There is robust demand for Indian rice. At pre-

sent, there are 10 vessels waiting to be loaded 

at Kakinada,” Rao said. 

Newer markets 

Global supply constraints have fuelled a de-

mand for Indian rice with new demand coming 

from countries such as China, Bangladesh, Ma-

laysia, and African nations such as Cameroon, 

Congo, Mozambique and Madagascar among 

others. In volumes, the shipments of non-bas-

mati have crossed six million tonnes. 

“With fresh demand coming in, we expect the 

total exports to cross the targeted 10 million 

tonnes for non-basmati rice this financial year,” 

Rao said. 

Other products that registered a growth during 

the period include groundnuts, pulses, pro-

cessed vegetables, fresh fruits and vegetables, 

wheat and wheat products and fruit and vege-

table seeds during the period. 

Groundnut shipments were up 40 per cent in 

value at $298 million during the period, while 

pulses exports grew 30 per cent at $171 million. 

Overall exports of Apeda products grew 26 per 

cent in rupee terms at ₹77,721 crore during 

April-October as compared to ₹61,847 crore in 

the same period last year. 

Livestock products 

Interestingly, the livestock product as a cate-

gory that consists of buffalo meat, poultry and 

dairy products among others have seen a de-

cline of about 10 per cent during the period. 

Exports of dairy products witnessed a decline of 

5 per cent to $162 million. 
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nder Cluster Financing of State Bank of 

India, 300 dairy farmers were handed 

over the sanction letter in an event 

held at Kokila village at Manikpur in Bongaigaon 

on Monday. Kokila village is hub of milk produc-

tion and around 350 members of Pragati Dug-

dha Utpadak Samabay Samiti society produces 

8000 litres of milk every day. 

Loan component of Rs.1.44 lakhs for purchase 

of milch cows and renovation of shed will be 

provided to the 300 beneficiaries which will be 

disbursed under Tripartite Agreement among 

the Farmers, Society and the Bank under Mudra 

Dairy Scheme. The scheme is an initiative under 

Atmanirbhar Bharat and Nation’s aim of dou-

bling farmers’ income. 

The event was graced by Ramesh R S,CGM of 

SBI North East Circle, Suranjana Dutta, GM 

(NW-I), SBI NE Circle, Madan LS,DGM(B&O), Gu-

wahati along with Alaram Deori, DDM NABARD 

Bongaigaon & Goalpara and others. In another 

event on the same day at District Library 

Bongaigaon, sanction letters to 400 Self Help 

Groups were distributed under the Mahila At-

manirbhar Achoni (MAA). 

An exhibition was also organized at the venue 

where the SHGs showcased there products of 

local weaving and handicrafts. Tree saplings 

were also distributed along with the sanction 

letter. In a similar event held on November 28 

at Pathsala Branch of State Bank of India, sanc-

tion letters were distributed to 350 dairy farm-

ers of Nityananda village, Pathsala under Clus-

ter Financing, stated a press release. 
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Heritage share price might have been rigged on the bourses: Jagan 
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sserting that the partnership with Gu-

jarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Fed-

eration (Amul) will make dairy farming 

a profitable business for nearly 30 lakh women, 

Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy has ac-

cused his predecessor N. Chandrababu Naidu of 

killing cooperative dairies in the State to benefit 

private ones such as Sangam, Visakha and Jer-

sey and his own Heritage Dairy. 

He said the consistency with which Heritage 

shares traded at high prices whenever Mr. 

Naidu was in power made one wonder if his 

company, which flourished at the cost of Chit-

toor dairy and many small milk unions, resorted 

to rigging on the stock exchanges. 

Making a statement in the Legislative Assembly 

on “Dairy industry in Andhra Pradesh — part-

nership with Amul” on Friday, Mr. Jagan said 

Mr. Naidu had intentionally brought A.P. Mutu-

ally Aided Cooperative Societies Act (APMACS) 

and absorbed six district milk unions into it (AP-

MACS). Of late, Visakhapatnam, Guntur and 

Prakasam districts cooperative milk unions met-

amorphosed into private companies. 

In what was a clear abuse of his official position 

as Chief Minister, Mr. Naidu had facilitated a 

loan arrangement for farmers with Bank of Ba-

roda with a rider that they should supply milk to 

Heritage. 

As Mr. Naidu wiped out the cooperative dairies, 

the AP Dairy Development Corporation became 

defunct with milk procurement limited to barely 

800 villages and a majority of the Bulk Milk 

Cooling Units (BMCUs) shut down. 

Amul, with which the Andhra Pradesh govern-

ment entered into an MoU on July 21, would 

pay at least ₹5 more than the existing price per 

litre of cow and buffalo milk and distribute the 

profit as bonus to farmers. 

“Amul is not just the largest dairy in the coun-

try, but also stands eighth in the international 

market. Our government will promote 9,000-

plus women cooperative dairy societies and cre-

ate infrastructure like buildings, BMCUs and au-

tomatic milk collection units (with the support 

of Amul),” Mr. Jagan said, the project had al-

ready been piloted in Chittoor, Kadapa and 

Prakasam districts. 
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ill be finalised by GCMMF Board this 

month; no suitable successor in 

sight 

With no suitable candidate in sight to replace 

Rupinder Singh Sodhi, whose term as the Man-

aging Director of Amul marketer Gujarat Coop-

erative Marketing Federation Ltd (GCMMF), 

ends this month, the Board of Directors of the 

dairy behemoth is all set to give him yet an-

other extension. 

Sources confirmed that the Board of Directors, 

which includes heads of the 18 district milk co-

operative unions of Gujarat, has internally de-

cided to continue Sodhi as the MD “for now”, as 

the selection process for a new face may take a 

longer time. A meeting for the same is sched-

uled for later this month. 

Speaking to Businessline, Shamalbhai Patel, 

Chairman, GCMMF said, “Due to the prevailing 

Covid-19 situation, we couldn’t find a suitable 

successor. The Board will meet later this month 

to finalise it (Sodhi’s extension).” 

In June 11, 2010, Sodhi, then Chief General 

Manager at the Federation, was given charge of 

Managing Director after BM Vyas resigned. 

Later, the GCMMF board gave Sodhi a full 5-

year term as MD, which was extended in 2015 

with another 5-year term ending on December 

31, 2020. 

According to sources, the Board considered two 

options to select a new face to lead the 8th larg-

est dairy processor in the world. First, to have a 

fresh outsider and second, to elevate someone 

from within the organisation based on the sen-

iority. But sources revealed that the Board 

wasn’t convinced with either of the options to 

replace the incumbent IRMA alumnus. 

Crucial decision 

“The discussions have been going on for past 

couple of months. More than just the function-

ing of the Federation, a lot of other things in-

cluding brand Amul, farmers’ stakes, policy ad-

vocacy are some important aspects that also 

need to be taken care of. This is an appoint-

ment which can’t be made in a haste,” an inter-

nal source privy to the development said. Under 

Sodhi’s leadership in past decade, GCMMF’s 

sales turnover increased by almost five times, 

from ₹8,005 crore in 2009-10 to ₹38,542 crore 

in 2019-20. The group turnover of all 18 mem-

ber dairy unions of Amul Federation for all 

products has crossed ₹52,000 crore in 2020. So-

dhi has set a target to take Amul Group turno-

ver to ₹1 lakh crore by 2024-25. 

Amul, now, is at a crucial juncture, where there 

are competitors, multinationals, lobbyists and 

corporate who may be waiting for the dairy co-

operative to slip up, and latch onto the chance 

to grab its market share. 

“Amul will need a person who can safely sail the 

ship in these crucial times. The role of MD has 

challenges that involves synchronisation within 

the organisation and on the global platform,” 

cautioned a GCMMF insider. 

Of his nearly four-decades of experience in In-

dia’s dairy cooperative sector, Sodhi has spent 

over a decade at the helm of affairs at Amul. 

Having joined Amul as a sales officer in 1982, 

Sodhi had an advantage of working under direct 

guidance & mentorship of Dr. Verghese Kurien – 

known as the father of white revolution. A grad-

uate in Agriculture Engineering from CTAE, 

Udaipur, Sodhi belongs to the first-batch of In-

stitute of Rural Management- Anand (IRMA). 
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Recently, he was accorded Honorary Degree of 

Doctor of Science (Honoris-Causa) from Anand 

Agriculture University. 

 

 

 

Agriculture must emulate dairy cooperative model of milk procurement 
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armers can learn from the successful co-

operative model and gain better remu-

neration for their produce 

Indian farmers remain gravely concerned and 

even suspicious about the new farm regulations 

despite repeated assurances from the govern-

ment that their interests are fully protected un-

der the proposed regime. The spectre of corpo-

ratisation and highly resourceful transnational 

companies seems to deeply influence their 

emotional sentiments leading to the fury 

against the government. 

There is no denying the fact that there could be 

certain infirmities in the implementation pro-

cess of the new laws that have become a rally-

ing point to oppose the government, largely 

based on misinformation and suspicion. 

Even today, and earlier, when the consumer in 

metros pays ₹50-60 for a kg of tomato or onion, 

the farmer in the remote part of India hardly re-

ceives ₹6-8/kg of that. The gains of the price 

rise to the consumer are hardly transferred to 

the farmers whose woes remain mostly un-

heard. 

Post-Covid-19, when industrial production has 

slumped, both the employment and output in 

the farming sector have witnessed a considera-

ble rise. Today, realisation of remunerative 

prices of agricultural produce remains the key 

challenge for Indian agriculture. 

Driving success in dairying 

On the other hand, the dairy industry in India is 

credited with providing up to 80 per cent of the 

consumer price to dairy farmers compared to 

merely 25 per cent in Australia, 33 per cent in 

New Zealand and around 30-40 per cent in most 

parts of Europe. 

Interestingly, 77 per cent of milk production in 

India comes from small, marginal and landless 

farmers whose resource availability and land 

holding are comparatively much more stressed 

than the growers of agricultural produce. 

Rapid strides 

Remarkably, milk remains the key source of li-

quidity and supplementary income for over 100 

million farmers in India especially those whose 

land resources are marginal and even landless 

unlike other conventional agricultural crops. Be-

sides, it is the sole source of their daily income 
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to meet their daily household expenses. This 

calls for learning from the processes and institu-

tional mechanisms of Indian dairying. 

India has a come a long way to become world’s 

largest milk producing country with over 193 

million tonnes of milk and from being a net im-

porter of dairy products just a few decades ago. 

Contrary to apprehensions of Western dairy ex-

perts and economists, both in India and abroad, 

over the last 60 years, India’s milk production 

grew at a CAGR of 4.5 per cent compared to 1.8 

per cent in the US and 1.3 per cent in the EU 

and Australia. 

The dairy sector has become among the highest 

gross value sectors in agriculture with higher 

prices and correspondingly higher value of milk 

production. This has been achieved not by 

merely accident but through ingenious organi-

sations of a large number of small milk produc-

ers spread across the rural areas of the country. 

Institutionalisation of milk production 

India’s novel strategy to organise and institu-

tionalise milk production has become a matter 

of envy for the traditionally well-established 

dairy producing countries, such as European na-

tions, the US, Australia and New Zealand. 

Today, the traditionally robust milk producers 

are not fearful of the US, Europe or Oceania but 

they are visibly afraid of the challenge emanat-

ing from the Indian dairy industry. 

In India, there are about 100 million farmers 

who are dependent on dairy compared to 

merely 10,000 in New Zealand and 6,300 in Aus-

tralia. Thus, the socio-economic impact of the 

dairy sector is much more pronounced in India 

compared to any other major milk exporting 

countries leading to its far-reaching political re-

percussions. 

No MSP for milk 

There is no MSP for milk but dairy farmers in In-

dia receive 70-80 per cent of the consumer 

price under its ingenious institutionalisation of 

nationwide milk co-operatives who also own 

the processing plants run by world class techno-

crats. 

Despite the democratic system of elections 

within co-operatives with deep-rooted political 

interests, India hs made remarkable strides to 

become world’s largest milk producer with 

dairy processing plants owned by farmers of 

massive capacities surpassing dairy processors 

in most parts of even the developed world. 

The co-operative structure, although adopted in 

other sectors of agriculture could hardly 

achieve the professionalism or efficiency and 

agricultural marketing remained at the mercy of 

numerous middlemen across the marketing 

channel adding to farmers’ woes. This makes a 

strong case to emulate India’s success in dairy 

industry in agriculture too. 

Research suggests that opening up of the mar-

kets, making them more competitive and 

providing alternate avenues to sell the farm 

produce lead to higher price realisation for the 

producers. 

There is no short-cut to achieving competitive-

ness for farm produce at every stage of the 

value chain such as improving productivity, effi-

cient management of logistics, removing mar-

keting anomalies, keeping agriculture sustaina-

ble for the nature and ensuring institutional 

mechanisms for the farmers to get prices rumi-

native enough so that farm production remains 

not only sustainable but an attractive activity. 

The new farm reforms are a landmark step in 

the direction not only for the welfare of the 

farmers but also to make Indian agriculture in-

ternationally competitive. However, the govern-

ment needs to be very prudent to balance the 

conflicting interests of various stakeholders 

while implementing the new laws. 
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ndhra Pradesh Chief Minister YS Jagan 

Mohan Reddy on Thursday launched 

‘Jagananna Jeeva Kranthi’ scheme, un-

der which 2.49 lakh sheep and goat units will be 

distributed to women in a phased manner at a 

cost of ₹1,869 crore. 

Each unit consists of 15 animal including a ram 

or billy goat. 

After the virtual launch, the Chief Minister said 

the scheme aims to raise the living standards of 

women with less labour and less investment. By 

promoting agricultural allied sectors, more eco-

nomic development will occur and eventually 

benefit farmers. 

Under the scheme, women from the Backward 

Class (BC,) the Scheduled Caste (SC), and the 

Scheduled Tribe (ST) between the age groups of 

45 and 60 years will get the livestock. 

The State has signed MoUs with Reliance, Al-

lana group, Amul, HUL, Procter & Gamble and 

ITC to collaborate and empower women benefi-

ciaries of YSR Cheyutha and Aasara schemes. 

These MoUs are aimed at providing more busi-

ness opportunities and bring self-reliance 

among the women by extending financial assis-

tance. 

He said Allana Group would buy the meat as the 

government has entered into an agreement 

with that company. However, if the price is 

more remunerative than Allana, women can sell 

their produce directly and there is no compul-

sion that they have to sell to Allana only. Allana 

Group is setting up meat processing units in 

East Godavari and Kurnool districts. 

The State Government had also launched the 

distribution of 4.69 lakh units cows and buffa-

loes with ₹3,500 crore to strengthen dairy sec-

tor, taking to total of ₹5,400 crore. 

The Government is committed for women wel-

fare and their empowerment by launching vari-

ous schemes like YSR Cheyutha, Aasara, Zero-in-

terest loans, Sampoorna Poshana, Jagananna 

Vidya Deevena, Vasati Deevena, 50 percent res-

ervation in nominated posts and nominated 

works. Also, 31 lakh house sites are proposed to 

be distributed for women and get registered on 

their name. 

 

 

 

Hindustan Unilever's plans to make Horlicks 'taller, stronger, sharper' 
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plans-to-make-horlicks-taller-stronger-sharper/79629941 

he taste of Horlicks has always re-

minded Hindustan Unilever’s executive 

director and VP for foods & refresh-

ment, Sudhir Sitapati, of his childhood. Every 

time he fell ill, Sitapati’s mother gave him the 

sweet malt-based beverage to drink. The best 

part was scooping out and eating the gooey 

leftover at the bottom of the glass. “I’m a Tamil-

ian. So, Horlicks is in my blood,” he says, spot-

lighting the popularity of the brand in house-

holds of South India, which is Horlicks’ tradi-

tional stronghold. After a long break, Sitapati 

began drinking Horlicks again around 2018, not 

too long before it was announced that GSK Con-

sumer Healthcare will merge with HUL in an all-

stock deal, valuing the Indian unit of GSK at Rs 

31,700 crore. It brought in brands like Horlicks 
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and Boost to give HUL a strong foothold in the 

food and nutrition business in the country. In 

health food drinks, Horlicks commands a vol-

ume market share of around 50% in India - its 

biggest market. 

In April 2020, Unilever completed the acquisi-

tion of Horlicks. The timing of its completion co-

incided with a raging health crisis and a big 

boom in nutrition awareness among consumers 

desperately seeking ways to strengthen the 

body’s immunity. Covid-19 gave the over cen-

tury-old brand Horlicks, which in its early days 

was pitched as a guard against ‘night-starva-

tion’, a boost in a challenging year for many 

marketers. Its recently launched pandemic-rele-

vant offerings - Horlicks with extra zinc and a 

new Protein Plus variant, are meant to shore up 

the body’s defences and guard against viruses, 

though the brand makes no overt claims to fight 

the coronavirus. Horlicks’ beverage-stablemate 

Boost, too, did well this year, as in-home con-

sumption soared. 

As ET reported, one of the key takeaways from 

HUL’s June quarter earnings was that the food 

and refreshment segment of the company ben-

efited from the Horlicks acquisition as revenue 

jumped 52% to Rs 2,958 crore at a margin of 

20%. Excluding the merger of GSK Consumer 

Healthcare, the segment saw a drop of 4% YoY. 

“What really attracted us to Horlicks was the 

size, the scale and the purpose, in terms of be-

ing India’s foremost nutrition brand, and the 

number of people in India who didn’t drink it,” 

says Sitapati, drawing attention to the head-

room the brand has to grow. In the South and 

the East of the country, Horlicks has been the 

go-to drink in sickness and in health for dec-

ades. South Indian and Bengali parents were 

convinced it helped their kids to grow physically 

and intellectually. We wrote in a 2018 Brand Eq-

uity article that the beverage was reserved for 

guests and the most “studious” child of the 

house. “The regimented family structures en-

sured that kids too embraced the drink without 

much protest,” recalled an ex-GSK consumer 

brand manager who wished to remain anony-

mous. The brand became part of food culture 

and cemented its position in the Indian home. 

But, even in markets it dominates, Horlicks is 

under-indexed and penetration numbers are far 

from saturation. The obvious opportunity lies 

there. 

 

Heritage Foods advances 16% after stake sale in Future Retail to pare debt 
December 9, 2020 13:09 IST 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/heritage-foods-advances-16-after-stake-sale-in-future-retail-

to-pares-debt-120120900465_1.html 

 

hares of Heritage Foods advanced 16 per 

cent to Rs 325 on the BSE after the com-

pany sold its entire stake in Future Retail 

for about Rs 132 crore to pare debt. 

“The Company has disposed off its entire hold-

ings/investment of 17.85 million equity shares 

held in Future Retail. These shares were sold 

through Stock Exchange in Open Market in vari-

ous tranches and the net amount of Rs 131.94 

crore was received by the company,” Heritage 

Foods said in exchange filing. 

The said proceeds shall be mainly utilised for 

the repayment of term loans of the company, it 
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said. As of September 2020, in Future Re-

tail, Heritage Foods had 17.34 million or 3.2 per 

cent stake, the shareholding pattern data 

shows. 

Despite today’s rally, the stock of Heritage 

Foods has underperformed the market by fall-

ing 7 per cent, as compared to 20 per cent rally 

in the S&P BSE Sensex. 

For the July-September quarter (Q2FY21), the 

company had posted 75 per cent year-on-year 

(YoY) decline in its consolidated net profit at Rs 

2.70 crore, while revenue dropped by 10 per 

cent YoY at Rs 610 crore over the previous year 

quarter. 

The management said the rising disposable in-

comes; growing consumer preference for 

branded and value-added milk and milk prod-

ucts, and increased awareness of nutrition is 

driving the demand for dairy products in India. 

The dairy exports are also seen as a huge un-

tapped opportunity for India, which currently 

has only 0.01 per cent share of the global dairy 

export market. Initiatives are being taken to im-

prove the productivity of dairy co-operatives 

along with investments by private domestic 

players to boost the performance of the dairy 

sector, the company said in FY19-20 annual re-

port. 

At 12:59 pm, the stock was trading higher by 14 

per cent at Rs 320 on the BSE on the back of 

heavy volumes. A combined 860,000 equity 

shares had changed hands on the counter on 

the NSE and BSE. In comparison, the S&P BSE 

Sensex was up 0.68 per cent at 45,916 points. 

 

 

National Dairy Research Institute best agriculture university in India: ICAR 2019 Ranking 
December 9, 2020 9:22:28 am 

https://indianexpress.com/article/education/national-dairy-research-institute-agriculture-university-in-india-icar-

2019-ranking-7096301/ 

 
CAR-National Dairy Research Institute, Kar-

nal is the best institute in the field of agri-

culture, as per the Indian Council of Agricul-

tural Research (ICAR)‘s ranking of Agricultural 

Universities of 2019. The Karnal-based institute 

has maintained its top spot since last year, how-

ever, the Indian Agriculture Research Institute, 

New Delhi has lost its position from rank 2 last 

year and is at spot 3. Punjab Agriculture Univer-

sity Ludhiana which was at spot 8 has taken a 

huge leap to rank at number 2 this year. 

Here is the list of top-ranking agriculture univer-

sities and institutes this year – 

Rank 1: ICAR-National Dairy Research Institute, 

Karnal 

Rank 2: Punjab Agricultural University, Ludhiana 

Rank 3: ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Insti-

tute, New Delhi 

Rank 5: G B Pant University of Agriculture & 

Technology, Pantnagar 

Rank 6: Chaudhary Charan Singh Haryana Agri-

cultural University, Hisar 

Rank 7: Guru Angad Dev Veterinary and Animal 

Sciences University, Ludhiana 

Rank 8: Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Co-

imbatore 

Rank 9: University of Agricultural Sciences, 

Dharwad 

Rank 10: Professor Jayashankar Telangana State 

Agricultural University, Hyderabad 
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Rank 11: Dr. Yaswant Singh Parmar University of 

Horticulture & Forestry, Nauni-Solan 

Rank 12: Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricul-

tural Sciences and Technology of Kashmir, Sri-

nagar 

Rank 13: Acharya N.G. Ranga Agricultural Uni-

versity, Guntur 

Rank 14: Ch. Sarwan Kumar Krishi Vishvavidya-

laya, Palampur 

Rank 15: Bidhan Chandra Krishi Viswavidyalaya, 

Mohanpur 

Rank 16: ICAR-Central Institute of Fisheries Edu-

cation, Mumbai 

Rank 17: Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel University of 

Agriculture and Technology, Meerut 

Rank 18: University of Agricultural Sciences, 

Bangaluru 

Rank 19: Kerala Agricultural University, Thrissur 

Rank 20: Orissa University of Agricultural and 

Technology, Bhubaneswar 

Rank 21: University of Agricultural Sciences, Rai-

chur 

Rank 22: Tamil Nadu Veterinary and Animal Sci-

ences University, Chennai 

Rank 23: Indira Gandhi Krishi Vishwavidya-

laya, Raipur 

Rank 24: Anand Agricultural University, Anand 

Rank 25: Central Agricultural University, Imphal 

Rank 26: Maharana Pratap University of Agricul-

ture and Technology, Udaipur 

Rank 27: Mahatma Phule Krishi Vidyapeeth, Ra-

huri 

Rank 28: Lala Lajpat Rai University of Veterinary 

and Animal Sciences, Hisar 

Rank 29: Maharashtra Animal and Fishery Sci-

ences University, Nagpur 

Rank 30: Junagadh Agricultural University, Juna-

gadh 

Rank 31: Jawahralal Nehru Krishi Vishwa Vidya-

laya, Jabalpur 

Rank 32: Swami Keshwanand Rajasthan Agricul-

tural University, Bikaner 

Rank 33: Sri Konda Laxman Telangana State 

Horticultural University, Hyderabad 

Rank 34: Dr. Y.S.R. Horticultural Univeristy Ven-

kataramannagudem, West Godavari 

Rank 35: University of Agricultural and Horticul-

tural Sciences, Shivamogga 

While last year 60 institutes were ranked, this 

year, a total of 67 institutes made it to the list. 

The ICAR ranking is based on several parame-

ters including student and faculty profile, stu-

dent placements, research publications and ci-

tations, patents, technologies generated and 

transferred to farmers, resources generated, 

and linkages. 

 

 

Goa Diary introduces 450ml pack 
DEC 08, 2020 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/goa/goa-diary-introduces-450ml-pack/articleshow/79614600.cms 

onda: To prevent hassles for consumers 

over tendering the exact change, Goa 

Dairy is introducing a 450ml pack of 

toned milk for Rs 20. This is in addition to its ex-

isting 500ml pack. 

The half litre packet is priced at Rs 22 and Goa 

Diary received reports of some petty quarrels 

over the Rs 2 change experienced by some deal-

ers. “Considering this, we decided to launch a 

new pack that would round up the rate to Rs 

20”, Durgesh Shirodkar, chairman of the dairy 

administrative committee, said. 

The dairy had been selling four variants – full 

cream (orange packet), standardized milk 

‘Shakti’ (green packet), cow milk (red packet) 

and toned milk with a brand name ‘Cold Gold’ 

(blue packets) in Goan retail market. 

While full cream costs Rs 55 per liter, Shakti is 

priced at Rs 25 for 500 ml. The cow milk rate is 

Rs 23 per 500 ml packet and Cold Gold will now 
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be available at Rs 22 for 500 ml and at Rs 20 per 

new 450 ml pack. 

 

 

RIL retail arm bets big on grocery 

07 Dec 2020, 10:15 AM IST 

https://www.livemint.com/industry/retail/ril-retail-arm-bets-big-on-grocery-11607302207746.html 

fter raising more than ₹47,000 crore 

through stake sales to global inves-

tors, Reliance Retail Ventures Ltd 

(RRVL) is expanding its private grocery labels 

and pushing into smaller towns. 

While the company’s current valuation of close 

to ₹5 trillion may appear expensive to some in-

vestors, industry experts said its private grocery 

labels will start delivering higher margins soon. 

Reliance Retail is already India’s largest retailer, 

both in terms of store count and revenue ($22 

billion in FY20), and caters to 80% of house-

holds’ consumption needs such as apparel, 

footwear, jewellery, consumer electronics and 

telecom. 

We expect core retail revenue to grow 2X/2.4X 

over FY20-25, with grocery at the centre of the 

growth narrative, accounting for over 50% of in-

cremental revenue," JPMorgan said in a 1 De-

cember note, adding that its online venture, Ji-

oMart, has a high chance of capturing a mean-

ingful share in the Indian e-commerce market 

as online grocery is expected to be the primary 

driver of long-term growth. 

According to Euromonitor, the $400-billion gro-

cery segment was the biggest category in retail 

in 2019 with online penetration at just 0.4%. 

Given that grocery is 60% of the retail market 

and considering the low penetration, it remains 

the most promising category for retailers. 

RIL, which began retailing groceries in 2006, 

now sells a range of goods at its 11,931 stores 

across store formats in 7,000 cities and towns. 

However, unlike most of the organized peers 

who have a higher presence in metro or tier-I 

cities, RIL has focused more on smaller towns 

and cities, gaining a first-mover advantage in 

many places with limited organized retail. 

“RIL’s presence beyond metro cities has paid off 

well. At a time when consumer demand in India 

has been hit hard, these are the towns, which 

are helping RIL clock higher revenue in its retail 

businesses," an analyst with a domestic broker-

age said on condition of anonymity. 

RIL’s Ebitda margin for FY20 in grocery stood at 

6.5% versus 8.6% for D-Mart, though the oper-

ating model differs—Reliance takes most of its 

store space on lease, while D-Mart owns them, 

implying lower rentals. 

RIL’s bid to acquire the retail business of Future 

Group for ₹24,700 crore will further strengthen 

its leadership position in the grocery and fash-

ion segments, adding 30% to the existing reve-

nue base for the core retail operations. 

This acquisition will add 17% to Reliance Retail’s 

revenue, implying a 45-55% addition to these 

segments over last fiscal, JPMorgan said in the 

note. 

RIL has also been strengthening its private gro-

cery labels on JioMart for higher margins, join-

ing the likes of Amazon, Flipkart, BigBasket, 

Grofers and More, which have been scaling up 

their own private labels. 

Reliance Retail operates neighbourhood stores, 

supermarkets, hypermarkets, wholesale and 

online stores. It sells staples, food, home, per-

sonal care and general merchandise under its 

own brands such as Best Farms, Good Life, 

Masti Oye, Kaffe, Enzo, Mopz, Expelz and Home 

One. 

Under grocery, Reliance Retail operates three 

core physical formats—neighbourhood stores 
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(Reliance Fresh), supermarkets (Reliance 

SMART) and wholesale/B2B cash and carry 

stores (Reliance Market). It also operates Qwik 

Mart, a convenience store at Reliance fuel out-

lets. Reliance Fresh and Smart account for over 

50% of all fruits and vegetables sold in modern 

trade. 

Reliance Retail also plans to explore and scale 

up new ways of engaging customers in shopping 

such as pop-up stores and mobile vans. 

 

 

Agriculture must emulate the dairy model 
December 07, 2020 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/agriculture-must-emulate-the-dairy-model/article33272113.ece 

 
ndian farmers remain gravely concerned 

and even suspicious about the new farm 

regulations despite repeated assurances 

from the government that their interests are 

fully protected under the proposed regime. The 

spectre of corporatisation and highly resource-

ful transnational companies seems to deeply in-

fluence their emotional sentiments leading to 

the fury against the government. 

There is no denying the fact that there could be 

certain infirmities in the implementation pro-

cess of the new laws that have become a rally-

ing point to oppose the government, largely 

based on misinformation and suspicion. 

Even today, and earlier, when the consumer in 

metros pays ₹50-60 for a kg of tomato or onion, 

the farmer in the remote part of India hardly re-

ceives ₹6-8/kg of that. The gains of the price 

rise to the consumer are hardly transferred to 

the farmers whose woes remain mostly un-

heard. 

Post-Covid-19, when industrial production has 

slumped, both the employment and output in 

the farming sector have witnessed a considera-

ble rise. Today, realisation of remunerative 

prices of agricultural produce remains the key 

challenge for Indian agriculture. 

Driving success in dairying 

On the other hand, the dairy industry in India is 

credited with providing up to 80 per cent of the 

consumer price to dairy farmers compared to 

merely 25 per cent in Australia, 33 per cent in 

New Zealand and around 30-40 per cent in most 

parts of Europe. 

Interestingly, 77 per cent of milk production in 

India comes from small, marginal and landless 

farmers whose resource availability and land 

holding are comparatively much more stressed 

than the growers of agricultural produce. 

Rapid strides 

Remarkably, milk remains the key source of li-

quidity and supplementary income for over 100 

million farmers in India especially those whose 

land resources are marginal and even landless 

unlike other conventional agricultural crops. Be-

sides, it is the sole source of their daily income 

to meet their daily household expenses. This 

calls for learning from the processes and institu-

tional mechanisms of Indian dairying. 

India has a come a long way to become world’s 

largest milk producing country with over 193 

million tonnes of milk and from being a net im-

porter of dairy products just a few decades ago. 

Contrary to apprehensions of Western dairy ex-

perts and economists, both in India and abroad, 

over the last 60 years, India’s milk production 

grew at a CAGR of 4.5 per cent compared to 1.8 

per cent in the US and 1.3 per cent in the EU 

and Australia. 

The dairy sector has become among the highest 

gross value sectors in agriculture with higher 
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prices and correspondingly higher value of milk 

production. This has been achieved not by 

merely accident but through ingenious organi-

sations of a large number of small milk produc-

ers spread across the rural areas of the country. 

India’s novel strategy to organise and institu-

tionalise milk production has become a matter 

of envy for the traditionally well-established 

dairy producing countries, such as European na-

tions, the US, Australia and New Zealand. 

Today, the traditionally robust milk producers 

are not fearful of the US, Europe or Oceania but 

they are visibly afraid of the challenge emanat-

ing from the Indian dairy industry. 

In India, there are about 100 million farmers 

who are dependent on dairy compared to 

merely 10,000 in New Zealand and 6,300 in Aus-

tralia. Thus, the socio-economic impact of the 

dairy sector is much more pronounced in India 

compared to any other major milk exporting 

countries leading to its far-reaching political re-

percussions. 

There is no MSP for milk but dairy farmers in In-

dia receive 70-80 per cent of the consumer 

price under its ingenious institutionalisation of 

nationwide milk co-operatives who also own 

the processing plants run by world class techno-

crats. 

Despite the democratic system of elections 

within co-operatives with deep-rooted political 

interests, India hs made remarkable strides to 

become world’s largest milk producer with 

dairy processing plants owned by farmers of 

massive capacities surpassing dairy processors 

in most parts of even the developed world. 

The co-operative structure, although adopted in 

other sectors of agriculture could hardly 

achieve the professionalism or efficiency and 

agricultural marketing remained at the mercy of 

numerous middlemen across the marketing 

channel adding to farmers’ woes. This makes a 

strong case to emulate India’s success in dairy 

industry in agriculture too. 

Research suggests that opening up of the mar-

kets, making them more competitive and 

providing alternate avenues to sell the farm 

produce lead to higher price realisation for the 

producers. 

There is no short-cut to achieving competitive-

ness for farm produce at every stage of the 

value chain such as improving productivity, effi-

cient management of logistics, removing mar-

keting anomalies, keeping agriculture sustaina-

ble for the nature and ensuring institutional 

mechanisms for the farmers to get prices rumi-

native enough so that farm production remains 

not only sustainable but an attractive activity. 

The new farm reforms are a landmark step in 

the direction not only for the welfare of the 

farmers but also to make Indian agriculture in-

ternationally competitive. However, the govern-

ment needs to be very prudent to balance the 

conflicting interests of various stakeholders 

while implementing the new laws. 

 

 

Heritage Foods refute ‘share price rigging’ charges of AP Govt 
Dec 05, 2020 

http://www.uniindia.com/~/heritage-foods-refute-share-price-rigging-charges-of-ap-

govt/States/news/2254892.html 

yderabad, Dec 5 (UNI) A day after An-

dhra Pradesh Chief Minister YS Jagan 

Mohan Reddy in the House expressed 

doubts whether share price rigging was re-

sorted, to hike the value of Heritage Foods Lim-

ited (HFL)shares in the market, HFL on Saturday 

clarified that Indian Stock markets are well reg-

ulated under statue by competent authorities 

and no one can manipulate or ‘rig’ the share 

prices as alleged. 

Speaking on the fifth day of the AP Assembly 

Winter Session on Friday during the discussion 
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hour, the Chief Minister brought to fore how 

the share values of Heritage Foods Limited had 

fluctuated when the Chandrababu Naidu was in 

power and when he was not. The Heritage 

Foods is owned by the TDP National President 

and Leader of the Opposition N Chandrababu 

Naidu. 

In a release, HFL President M.Sambasiva Rao 

also clarified that the share price of any listed 

company is valued by investors based on per-

formance of the company and based on rele-

vant macro-economic factors. 

 

Amul brings new hope to AP dairy farmers: CM Jagan 
05th December 2020 07:50 AM 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/andhra-pradesh/2020/dec/05/amul-brings-new-hope-to-ap-dairy-

farmers-cm-jagan-2232100.html 

 
IJAYAWADA: Describing the AP-Amul 

project as a game changer in the rural 

economy, Chief Minister YS Jagan Mo-

han Reddy has said the objective is women em-

powerment and improvement in the lives of the 

dairy farmers.  

In his reply to a short discussion on ‘Dairy Indus-

try in Andhra Pradesh - Partnership with 

Amul’  in the Legislative Assembly on Friday, the 

Chief Minister said it is meant for revival of co-

operative dairy, which was rendered defunct 

during the regime of Chandrababu Naidu. 

He said Amul, the largest cooperative dairy in 

the country and owned by farmers, stands 

eighth in the world and competes with MNCs in 

50 countries. The profits earned by Amul are 

distributed to farmers, who are its sharehold-

ers, twice a year, besides paying the highest re-

munerative price in the market.  

Jagan said the project was initiated after wit-

nessing the plight of dairy farmers during his pa-

dayatra, where the dairy farmers brought to his 

notice that the price they are getting for one li-

tre of milk was less than a litre water bottle. 

“During the launch of AP-Amul, women dairy 

farmers shared their past experience with me. 

They said at one point of time, they even 

thought of selling their livestock, but today, the 

Amul project has infused a new hope and confi-

dence in them,” he explained.  

Elaborating on how the cooperative dairy in AP 

was rendered defunct, Jagan said it was done in 

a systematic manner by the TDP, paving the 

way for private dairies. With the cooperative 

dairy sector in a clueless situation, farmers were 

left with no option but to sell the milk to private 

dairies for whatever price they determined.  

“Just to safeguard the interests of Heritage, the 

dairy company owned by him, Chandrababu 

Naidu, when he was chief minister, brought An-

dhra Pradesh Mutually Aided Cooperative Soci-

eties Act (APMACS) and converted six district 

milk unions into APMACS. Later,  district unions 

Visakha, Guntur, Prakasam were turned 

into  private companies. Further, he ordered 

closure of Chittoor dairy,” he said, showing the 

media clips of the orders issued by the Naidu 

government at that time. He also blamed for-

mer chairman of Chittoor dairy BS Rajanarasim-

hulu alias Dora Babu, an aide of Naidu.  

The Chief Minister said the profit graph of Herit-

age is on the rise whenever the TDP is in power, 

which is evident from the price of Heritage 

share in the National Stock Exchange. Flouting 

norms, the Chandrababu Naidu government 

made an MoU between Heritage and Bank of 

Baroda, which is a public sector bank, to pro-

vide loans to dairy farmers. With such 
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measures, the dairy sector in the State was to-

tally exploited during the TDP rule, leaving no 

hope for cooperatives. The TDP government 

also shut down the Bulk Milk Chilling Units 

(BMCs) and limited the milk procurement to 

only 800 villages across the State, he said.  

“In order to change the status quo and create a 

competitive market by strengthening the coop-

erative dairy sector, we signed an MoU with 

Amul on July 21, which pays more than the ex-

isting price per litre and over 27 lakh women 

stand benefited, besides supplying quality milk 

and milk products to the customers,” he said.  

The Chief Minister said it will also give the 

much-needed boost to cooperative movement 

in the State and strengthen the village econ-

omy. “As many as 9,899 BMCs will come up 

near Rythu Bharosa Kendras. Rs 10 lakh will be 

spent on each of these BMUs and another Rs 

1.4 lakh on each automatic milk collection unit. 

With an outlay of Rs 3,000 crore, buildings for 

these facilities will be constructed,” he ex-

plained.  

In the first phase, the project has been 

launched in 400 villages of Kadapa, Chittoor and 

Prakasam districts and later will be expanded to 

other districts in a phased manner. Earlier, Min-

ister for Animal Husbandry S Appalaraju ex-

plained how the dairy sector has evolved over 

years in the State, cooperative dairy movement, 

how it was rendered defunct and losses sus-

tained by the sector during the State bifurca-

tion. He said Amul brings new hope to dairy 

farmers.  

CM’s potshots at Chandrababu Naidu   

The cooperative dairy was rendered defunct 

during the regime of Chandrababu Naidu  

It was done in a systematic manner by the TDP, 

paving the  way for private diaries 

With cooperative dairy in a clueless situation, 

farmers were left with no other option but to 

sell the milk to private diaries for whatever 

price they determined   

Just to safeguard the interests of Heritage, 

Naidu brought Andhra Pradesh Mutually Aided 

Cooperative Societies Act (APMACS) and con-

verted six district milk unions into APMACS  

Of late,  district unions Visakha, Guntur, 

Prakasam were turned into  private companies 

Further, he ordered closure of Chittoor dairy 

 

 

Owner of milk product factory arrested under NSA 
Dec 03 2020 08:14 AM 

https://english.newstracklive.com/news/owner-of-milk-product-factory-arrested-under-nsa-mc16-nu318-ta318-

1132545-1.html 

 
he owner of a milk product factory was 

arrested under the National Security Act 

and was sent to Central Jail on Wednesday for 

adulterating dairy products and putting peo-

ple's health in danger. His factory was raided by 

the food department on the complaint of adul-

teration on Tuesday. The food department had 

raided a factory named Satguru Milk Products in 

Polo Ground area of the city and seized material 

to prepare adulterated dairy products from 

there on Tuesday. DIG Harinarayanachari 

Mishra instructed the subordinates to take ac-

tion against the people indulged in adulteration 

in the city. On Wednesday, Banganga police 

prepared a case under NSA 1980 against 
T 
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Tikamdas Thadani, owner of the factory and 

presented the case before the district magis-

trate. After that, the DM issued an arrest war-

rant against Thadani. The police on Wednesday 

arrested Thadani and sent him to Central Jail in 

the city. 

Collector warns to stop illegal activities: Follow-

ing the above incident, Manish Singh, Collector 

and District Magistrate, has warned adultera-

tors and mafias to stop the illegal activities and 

cheating people and playing with their lives. He 

has said that these people will be booked under 

the National Security Act (NSA) if found in-

volved in illegal activities. Singh was talking to 

media at his office on Wednesday. He was re-

plying to questions asked in the backdrop of the 

joint action of District administration, IMC and 

Food and Safety Department carried out on 

Tuesday and Wednesday. 

On Tuesday a team of district administration 

and Food and Safety Department conducted 

searched at 2 dairies, involved in preparing 

'Paneer' using banned chemical Acetic Acid. 

 

 

Amul to replicate Gujarat dairy cooperative model in AP 
DEC 3, 2020 

https://dairynews7x7.com/amul-to-replicate-gujarat-dairy-cooperative-model-in-ap/ 

mul is within the strategy of replicating 

its famed Gujarat cooperative dairy 

production mannequin in Andhra Pra-

desh. Amul units out to make AP a hub for its 

enlargement to the Southern markets and Od-

isha. Dairy main Amul will assist about 10,000 

ladies cooperatives construct a community of 

cow and buffalo milk production centres. 

The firm has entered into an settlement with 

the AP government to revive and strengthen co-

operative dairies within the State. Andhra Pra-

desh, which produces 4.Three crore litres of 

milk a day, is the fourth largest milk producer 

within the nation. 

While the State government will assist in con-

structing the ladies cooperatives and native 

processing models. Amul will assist them in 

reaching out the produce to shoppers. It may 

even manufacture value-added merchandise. 

State Government support 

The State government will spend ₹3,500 crore 

to supply high quality breed cows and buffaloes 

to about 4.69 lakh ladies from the underprivi-

leged sections. Amul may even procure milk 

from farmers in numerous districts. “Andhra 

Pradesh has the unique advantage of being in 

the proximity with top Southern markets of 

Bengaluru, Chennai and Hyderabad. It can also 

cater to the largely untapped market of Od-

isha,” said Sodhi. 

“We will use the locally available processing ca-

pacities for now. We might build our own pro-

cessing units, if need be,” he mentioned. 

Sodhi, together with prime officers of Amul, 

was in Amaravathi on Wednesday to mark the 

launch of a pilot in 400 villages of Prakasam, 

Chittoor, and Kadapa districts. Andhra Pra-

desh’s Chief Minister formally launched the pi-

lot on Wednesday. 

After the six-month-long pilot, the milk procure-

ment will likely be expanded to different parts 

of the State, with a promise to supply ₹5-7 a li-

tre extra to the dairy farmers. Besides offering 

them with high quality milch animals, the State 

government will assist the ladies cooperatives 

within the upkeep of the cattle. 

Bulk milk cooling models (BMCUs) will likely be 

arrange on the cooperatives that produce 

greater than 2,000 litres a day. 

The Gujarat crew 

Each district can have a core crew with the Dis-

trict Collector performing as a Special Officer 

(Amul Project) and Joint Collectors and Joint Di-

rector (Animal Husbandry) as members. 
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“We will ensure that payments are paid once in 

every 10 days. The women cooperative mem-

bers will also get a bonus once or twice every 

year from the profits of the Amul project,” men-

tioned Chief Minister YS Jaganmohan Reddy 

whereas launching the venture. 

 

 

Clip showing ‘adulteration’ of milk is fake, says Aavin 
DECEMBER 03, 2020 00:34 IST 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/clip-showing-adulteration-of-milk-is-fake-says-aavin/arti-

cle33235349.ece 

avin on Wednesday said it will investi-

gate a video doing the rounds that al-

legedly shows milk sent to its Tiruvan-

namalai dairy being mixed with sugar and wa-

ter. 

Dismissing as fake the video in which the secre-

tary of a cooperative society and his family are 

seen mixing something into milk cans, Aavin of-

ficials said there was no trace of adulteration in 

the milk samples lifted from that society. “We 

checked records for a month but there was no 

discrepancy,” they said. 

Aavin Managing Director M. Vallalar said the 

Collector would be apprised of the issue and if 

need be police help would be sought. “The 

video is trying to defame Aavin. We will issue 

notices to the respective media houses,” he 

said. 

S.A. Ponnusamy of the Tamil Nadu Milk Retail-

ers and Employees Welfare Association said the 

Tiruvannamalai dairy was notorious for such 

malpractice and action must be taken on errant 

officials and office-bearers after a proper inves-

tigation. “Food adulteration, especially that of 

milk, must not be taken lightly. Teams from 

Food Safety Department and the police must be 

formed to make surprise checks to ensure qual-

ity,” he said. 

 

 

Dairy, MSP and FCI: Myths and realities 
DEC 2, 2020 

https://dairynews7x7.com/dairy-msp-and-fci-myths-and-realities/ 

 
omparing the cereal economy with 

dairy sector is illogical. Despite their 

faults, MSP regime and FCI are relevant 

There has been a considerable amount of de-

bate and discussion on the new the farm legisla-

tion, which has raised concerns over the rele-

vance of the Minimum Support Price (MSP) 
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mechanism. Also, the Food Corporation of India 

(FCI) is being portrayed as an inefficient subsidy 

guzzling behemoth holding valuable economic 

resources and the dairy sector is being held up 

as a success story for comparing foodgrains and 

milk. 

But this comparison overlooks some fundamen-

tal differences in commodities attributed to the 

selection bias and understating the intricacies 

of the two sub-sectors, agriculture and dairying. 

Fundamental differences 

Milk and cereals (mostly foodgrains) are distinct 

agricultural commodities with varying produc-

tion cycle, product characteristics like their de-

gree of perishability, bulkiness, costs and com-

plexity of processing technologies, marketing 

arrangements, and consumption pattern. 

While milk production happens twice a day in 

wet period of milch animals, cereals are sea-

sonal. In some cases, farmers take two or three 

crops a year. Milk is perishable and requires rel-

atively a sophisticated processing to enhance its 

shelf-life, and cereals are non-perishable. With 

minimal processing, these can be stored for a 

longer duration. Despite the prominence of un-

organised trade in the dairy sub-sector, there 

has been a significant participation of coopera-

tives, regional, national, and multinational cor-

porations. 

Cereals, despite being covered under the MSP 

regime, are primarily marketed through village 

level intermediaries and arthiyas. Due to inter-

locked markets, farmers benfiting from the MSP 

form a minuscule proportion of farm population 

— 5.8 per cent as per the 70th round of NSSO. 

Nonetheless, the MSP or floor price has a sig-

nalling value for cereals/foodgrains traders. In 

the household budget, provisioning of cereals 

comes at a more fundamental level and milk at 

a higher level. Households with lower incomes 

prioritise ensuring the availability of calorie-rich 

carbohydrates over protein-rich milk. Moreo-

ver, the consumption of value-added products 

made from milk is significantly higher than that 

of cereals. So comparing cereals and milk on ac-

count of MSP is illogical and akin to comparing 

apples with oranges. 

Biased view 

Selectively drawing successful models from the 

dairy sector, for example, Amul, is disingenuous 

and understates the challenges faced by dairy 

farmers in States where co-operatives are ra-

ther weak. Undoubtedly, the Amul movement 

has transformed dairy farmers’ socio-economic 

conditions and played a crucial role in making 

India a milk surplus nation. 

However, there are several States where coop-

eratives are fragile due to ‘social exclusion’ and 

‘elite capture’ or unprofessionally managed. In 

Uttar Pradesh, the largest milk-producing State, 

dairy cooperatives are relatively weaker. This 

adversely impacts farmers’ livelihoods who real-

ise unremunerative prices making their dairy 

farms unviable. So is the case with Bihar dairy 

farmers, another major milk producing State. 

Hence the dairy sector’s success story is a mixed 

bag. So, to use the dairy sector example to am-

plify the MSP regime’s weakness is disingenu-

ous and seems a case of selective evidence. 

MSP and FCI 

The role of the FCI is inextricably linked to the 

MSP regime by alleviating the likelihood of 

farmers’ distress sales, and food security archi-

tecture. So, imagine a situation where the na-

tion had to deal with the Covid crisis with its 

buffer-stocks owned by the private sector ra-

ther than the FCI. Such a situation could further 

the fiscal strain and slippages. 

If private players resorted to ‘rational’ profit 

maximisation behaviour, the government could 

have faced three unpleasant choices. 

First, either it could adopt a heavy-handed ap-

proach and force the private sector to put the 

grains at its disposal at a predetermined price 

(which, due to fiscal compulsion, is set lower 

than the market prices). 

Second, the government could have resorted to 

grain imports for distribution among the needy. 



Third, following the market dictum the govern-

ment could have left the poor in the lurch. 

The pitfalls 

Each of these choices has pitfalls. In the first 

case, the government would have an image of 

being anti-private, anti-market lacking a stable 

policy regime. 

This could have further dented subdued private 

investments. 

The second course of action could have faced 

uncertainties of procuring the requisite quanti-

ties at a reasonable price and would have re-

quired commitment of foreign exchange. The 

third choice is morally untenable, in violation of 

social contract leading to social strife and hu-

man catastrophe. 

These scenarios aptly illustrate the role of a 

food agency to manage such a humongous cri-

sis. 

The MSP regime and the FCI have continued rel-

evance. Based on the inappropriate comparison 

and assumptions regarding the beneficial mar-

ket nature, policymakers should not weaken the 

national food security pillar. 

Policymakers need to reckon that markets, de-

spite their potential for price determination and 

deadweight/welfare loss mitigation, require 

government interventions for making them 

work for the poor and reduce the chance of 

market failure. 

Policy execution 

The MSP regime and the FCI call for a structural 

and operational reform in view of the Shanta 

Kumar Committee recommendations. The MSP 

regime has led to unsustainable monocropping 

and, hence, attempts should be made to wean 

farmers from resource-intensive cropping and 

to adopt sustainable integrated farming. Mar-

ket, through price signals, and policy push to 

balanced diversification can facilitate this shift. 

Second, the government should devise means 

to achieve a better convergence among various 

schemes which, continue to work in a disjointed 

manner. Policymakers need to focus on achiev-

ing positive synergies among various schemes 

to generate positive upward spiral. 

Complexity in nation 

Third, farm legislation being executed in a com-

plex nation like India, can at best provide a lim-

ited solution to the multiple challenges of farm-

ers. There is thus a need to leverage farmers’ in-

herent potential through the spirit of collectivi-

sation supported by appropriate regulatory 

structure, transparently implemented public 

support schemes and enabling environment for 

private sector participation. 

As the target date for doubling farmers’ in-

comes approaches, farmers should receive ade-

quate attention and support from various stake-

holders and reap a harvest to lead a respectable 

life. 

Source : The Hindu Business line Dec,01,2020 

Writers: Avinash Kumar is a Doctoral scholar in 

Marketing area and Kushankur Dey is Chairman 

of CFAM of IIM Lucknow. Views expressed are 

personal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Amul becomes 8th largest dairy in the world as per IFCN Germany 
DEC 2, 2020 

https://dairynews7x7.com/amul-becomes-8th-largest-dairy-in-the-world-handling-1-2-of-global-milk-production/ 

 
s per the latest IFCN , Germany Amul 

becomes 8th largest dairy in the world 

handling 1.2% of global milk produc-

tion. 

The IFCN Top 20 Milk Processors List provides 

validated, comparable data to better under-

stand the largest dairy processors worldwide. In 

2020, IFCN has extended its research about 

these processors and has created the world’s 

first dairy processor report: a fact book that 

makes dairy processing companies comparable. 

Analysing a wider set of sources and data, it il-

lustrates the contributions of milk processors 

with a focus on people, planet and profits. 

 
IFCN Data Analysis 2019 

People, Planet and Profit context 

People 

Contributions to dairy farmers, employees, 

shareholders, and taxes to governments 

Planet 

How companies address sustainability and 

greenhouse gas emissions 

Profit 
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Analysis of profitability indicators and their driv-

ers 

The Top 20 dairy companies in 2019 

Milk volume and market share: The Top 20 milk 

processors represent 25% of the milk produced 

globally by collecting 211 mill t milk. Their milk 

intake has increased annually by around 2.4% 

during the 2014-2019 period, which is broadly 

in line with global milk production growth. 

The top 20 dairy companies: The majority of the 

Top 20 dairy processors is located in Europe, 

with ten of them having their global headquar-

ters based there. Six of them are located in 

North-America, three in Asia, and one in Oce-

ania. The top 3 dairy companies by milk intake 

are: 1) DFA (Dairy Farmers of America), 2) Fon-

terra and 3) Lactalis. By turnover, IFCN data 

show Lactalis as ranked first, followed by Nestlé 

and Danone in second and third place. 

Changes in the ranking by milk intake: In line 

with the last ranking published in 2018, Dairy 

Farmers of America continues to top the list in 

2020. The top seven processors – DFA, Fon-

terra, Lactalis, Arla, Nestlé, FrieslandCampina 

and Saputo – maintained their positions com-

pared with the previous ranking in 2018. The 

top 10 ranking is completed by Amul, Yili and 

Mengniu, three Asian dairies, which also 

showed the biggest increase in the ranking. 

Land O’Lakes and Leprino are the “newcomers” 

in the 2020 ranking. 

People, planet and profit of the Top 20 dairy 

companies in 2019 

People: By collecting and processing 211 billion 

litres of milk, the Top 20 dairy processors not 

only serve the dairy needs of over one billion 

people, they also contribute over USD 100 bil-

lion dollar annually to society. Of these, USD 71 

billion go for example to dairy farmers and USD 

21 billion are paid to 460,000 employees. 

Planet: In terms of sustainability goals, 20 out of 

the 20 Top 20 dairy processors report on cli-

mate and sustainability monitoring and 10 out 

of the 20 declared to become carbon neutral by 

2050. 

Profit: The EBITDA margin for all processors 

over the years 2014 – 2019 was on average 

around 8%, even though the range between 

companies is much wider between 1% to 20%. 

IFCN Top 20 Dairy Processors list by milk intake 

in 2019 

 

 

SBI distributes sanction letters to 300 dairy farmers in Bongaigaon 
2 Dec 2020 

https://www.sentinelassam.com/north-east-india-news/assam-news/sbi-distributes-sanction-letters-to-300-dairy-

farmers-in-bongaigaon-514291 

UWAHATI: Under Cluster Financing of 

State Bank of India, 300 dairy farmers 

were handed over the sanction letter in 

an event held at Kokila village at Manikpur in 

Bongaigaon on Monday. Kokila village is hub of 

milk production and around 350 members of 

PragatiDugdhaUtpadakSamabaySamiti society 

produces 8000 litres of milk every day. Loan 

component of Rs.1.44 lakhs for purchase of 

milch cows and renovation of shed will be pro-

vided to the 300 beneficiaries which will be dis-

bursed under Tripartite Agreement among the 

Farmers, Society and the Bank under Mudra 

Dairy Scheme. The scheme is an initiative under 

Atmanirbhar Bharat and Nation's aim of dou-

bling farmers' income. 

The event was graced by Ramesh R S,CGM of 

SBI North East Circle, Suranjana Dutta, GM 

(NW-I), SBI NE Circle, Madan LS,DGM(B&O), Gu-

wahati along with Alaram Deori, DDM NABARD 

Bongaigaon & Goalpara and others. In another 
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event on the same day at District Library 

Bongaigaon, sanction letters to 400 Self Help 

Groups were distributed under the Mahila At-

manirbhar Achoni (MAA). An exhibition was 

also organized at the venue where the SHGs 

showcased there products of local weaving and 

handicrafts. Tree saplings were also distributed 

along with the sanction letter. In a similar event 

held on November 28 at Pathsala Branch of 

State Bank of India, sanction letters were dis-

tributed to 350 dairy farmers of Nityananda vil-

lage, Pathsala under Cluster Financing, stated a 

press release. 

 

National Security Act Against Indore Dairy Owner For Adding Chemicals To Milk Items 
December 02, 2020 11:10 pm IST 

https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/national-security-act-against-indore-dairy-owner-for-adding-chemicals-to-milk-

items-2333403 

 
 dairy plant owner was arrested in In-

dore city today under the stringent Na-

tional Security Act (NSA) for allegedly 

using acetic acid to curdle milk to make prod-

ucts such as cottage cheese. 

As much as 70 liters of acetic acid with more 

than 99 per cent concentration was seized from 

two dairies located near Polo Ground Industrial 

Area during raids on Tuesday, Additional District 

Magistrate (ADM) Abhay Bedekar said. 

"On an arrest warrant issued by the administra-

tion under the NSA, Tikamdas Thadani (52), 

owner of a dairy plant in the city, was arrested 

and sent to Central Jail," said senior police of-

ficer Rajendra Soni. 

Under the NSA, a person can be detained with-

out a charge for up to 12 months if authorities 

are satisfied that he or she is a threat to the na-

tional security or law and order. 

"The use of acetic acid to curdle milk is prohib-

ited. It can have harmful effects on health," Mr 

Bedekar said. 

Tikamdas Thadani and the owner of the other 

dairy -- who is missing -- were using the chemi-

cal to save money and time and playing with 

the lives of the consumers in the process, he al-

leged. 

As the owner of the other dairy was yet to be 

tracked, NSA has not been invoked against him 

so far, Mr Bedekar added. 

 

 

Jagan launches Amul project to strengthen dairy sector 
DECEMBER 02, 2020 23:45 IST 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhra-pradesh/jagan-launches-amul-project-to-strengthen-dairy-sec-

tor/article33234743.ece 

hief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy 

on Wednesday launched AP-Amul pro-

ject in virtual mode. The project envis-

ages strengthening of the dairy sector, besides 

economic empowerment of women. In the first 

phase, 400 villages spread across three districts 

will benefit from it. 

Mr. Jagan said that the government wanted to 

give a better price to milk cooperatives and 
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generate competition in the market so the pri-

vate dairies would eventually pay more. 

Moved by the plight of the dairy farmers during 

his padayatra, the Chief Minister decided to 

mitigate their woes and the government em-

barked on this project by signing an MoU with 

Amul on July 21. 

Amul is a cooperative movement that pays 

more than the existing price per litre to the 

farmer and the profit earned is distributed 

among the stakeholders periodically. It stands 

eighth in the IFCN’s global dairy processors 

ranking. 

As part of the AP-Amul project, 9,899 villages 

across the State would be brought under milk 

production, where Bulk Milk Chilling Units and 

Auto Milk Collection Units would be set up at a 

cost of ₹3,000 crore. The project would em-

power women from the rural areas by providing 

them a recurring income resource and a sus-

tainable livelihood. 

In the first phase, milk collection would take off 

in 400 villages in Prakasam, Chittoor and Ka-

dapa districts, and within 10 days of milk collec-

tion, the amount would be directly credited into 

the farmers’ accounts. 

In addition to this, based on the choice given by 

the Cheyutha beneficiaries, 4.69 lakh women 

had opted for investing their money in the dairy 

sector. They would be given cattle units in three 

phases at a cost of ₹6,551 crore. 

After the launch, around 7,000 cattle units were 

distributed and this will be followed by distribu-

tion of 1 lakh units in February and 3.6 lakh 

units in August 2021. 

On December 10, the State would distribute 

2.49 lakh units of sheep and goats to women 

who have opted for them. 

The State has also signed MoUs with major 

business houses like ITC, P&G and a few others 

for sustainable livelihood to Cheyutha and As-

ara beneficiaries. 

The Managing Director of Amul RS Sodhi lauded 

the Chief Minister for inspiring and motivating 

them to start this project in Andhra Pradesh. He 

said Amul was being run by 36 lakh farmers 

with an aim to reduce the gap between milk 

procurement cost and supply cost, so both the 

customers and farmers were benefited. 

Drawing a comparison between A.P. and Guja-

rat, Mr. Sodhi said that the only difference was 

productivity, where AP stood first in terms of 

production. He said soon AP would be the sec-

ond Amul in the country. 

 

 

 

FSSAI sets up framework for Food Safety Emergency Response system 
Wednesday, 02 December, 2020, 08 : 00 AM [IST] 

http://www.fnbnews.com/Top-News/fssai-sets-up-framework-for-food-safety-emergency-response-system-61588 

he apex food authority has made a 

framework of national Food Safety 

Emergency Response –FSER system, 

which outlines the multi sectorial coordination, 

their roles, responsibilities and manages the ac-

tions during a food safety emergency situation. 

An official with the Food Safety and Standards 

Authority of India (FSSAI) told that under the 

FSS Act, the food authority has the mandate to 

search, collect, collate, analyse and summarise 

relevant scientific and technical data related to 

identification of emerging risk and introduce a 

rapid alert system. 

The framework of the FSER system will help the 

authority to focus on prevention and prepared-

ness in response to a food borne emergency sit-

uation. 

According to the FSSAI, the Food Safety Emer-

gency Response (FSER) Plans are a framework 

developed that aims at managing a potential or 
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confirmed risk to public health arising from 

food through a timely and coordinated re-

sponse so as to minimize any adverse impact on 

health and disruption to trade. Such planning 

also enables food safety authorities to focus on 

prevention and preparedness, rather than only 

on reaction to individual events, and therefore 

has greater long-term sustainability. 

Under the Framework, the FSSAI has defined 

food safety incidents, food safety emergencies, 

food safety emergency response, and food-

borne outbreak. 

“This plan addresses policies and procedures 

that will minimise the impact of a food safety 

emergency situation related to the state’s food 

supply. In addition, the plan addresses recovery 

following an incident. The plan stresses local, 

state and central interagency cooperation, as 

well as cooperation with industry. This coopera-

tion will be essential when responding and re-

covering rapidly to any attack or threat to the 

state’s food supply,” said an official with the 

FSSAI. 

The structure of the FSER includes a National 

Emergency Contact Point (NECP) for coordina-

tion of national food safety emergency re-

sponse and FSSAI will function as National 

Emergency Contact Point (NECP), National Focal 

Points (NFPs): These are other national authori-

ties who have stake in food safety, and Food 

safety risk assessment Committee (FSRAC): 

which is a risk assessment body and shall be re-

sponsible for providing technical and scientific 

support both in normal or emergency situations 

including identifying the severity of the risk. 

Besides, the FSSAI has constituted a Food Safety 

Coordination Committee –FSCC for managing 

food safety emergency situations in the coun-

try. 

The responsibilities of the committee would be 

to take decisions for controlling and manage-

ment of the food safety emergency situation, is-

sue directions to the related agencies in execut-

ing the plans, evaluate the results of the emer-

gency response and look after the prepared-

ness. 

The FSCC will have 16 members including CEO- 

FSSAI as chairperson, FSSAI’s ED –Compliance 

Strategy/Training, Advisor (Scientific and Stand-

ards), Joint Secretaries of Ministry of Health, 

Agriculture, Commerce (agri division), Cattle 

Dairy Development (ministry of Animal Hus-

bandry), Consumer Affairs, Fisheries, Nutrition 

(Ministry of Women and Child Development), 

livestock health (Ministry of Animal Husbandry),  

Directors of  –Export Inspection Council of India, 

and National Centre for Disease Control, Repre-

sentative of ICMR, Director Imports FSSAI, and 

Head Food Safety Emergency Cell. 
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Vermont dairy weathers a year of ups and downs 
Dec 14, 2020 

https://www.rutlandherald.com/news/covid19/vermont-dairy-weathers-a-year-of-ups-and-downs/arti-

cle_7d1884ac-5a44-5800-a8ed-0dbe083e98a0.html 

t’s been a roller coaster of a year for Ver-

mont’s dairy industry. 

“Going into 2020 it was looking like it was 

going to be a fairly good year market-wise and 

cash flow-wise … and then obviously March 

comes around and the pandemic hits and over-

night we were looking at losing over 30% of our 

income,” said Stephanie Pope, of Iroquois Acres 

NWA LLC, a 600-head dairy farm that’s been in 

her family for three generations. “There were a 

lot of sleepless nights ... trying to navigate what 

to do and how to save our business.” 

Iroquois Acres supplies milk to Agri-Mark, the 

dairy cooperative that owns the Cabot brand. 

Her farm was among the many that felt the hit 

to the wholesale dairy market when restau-

rants, schools and other large-scale users closed 

by executive order to slow the spread of COVID-

19. 

Pope said a great deal of her time went into re-

searching and applying for the grants and pro-

grams the federal government made available 

through the CARES Act and other sources. They 

were instrumental in keeping the farm afloat. 

“Everyone’s business is more than a business to 

them, and when you’re a dairy farm it’s your 

livelihood; it’s your passion; it’s your family; it’s 

your legacy. It’s not just a job for us,” she said. 

She said she’s aware of two farms that closed in 

recent months, the continuation of a decades-

long trend that’s seen the number of dairy 

farms in Bridport go from nearly 100 to counta-

ble on one hand. 

It’s hard to tell how many farms in Vermont 

closed due to the pandemic, said Secretary of 

Agriculture Anson Tebbetts. Dairy farms, on a 

monthly basis, submit reports to the state for 

water quality monitoring purposes and the 

number reporting are the number producing 

milk. 

“I would say, if we go back to when the pan-

demic really kicked into gear in March, April and 

May, we did see a number of dairy farmers exit, 

because we saw milk (prices) go way, way 

down,” said Tebbetts. “With the state and fed-

eral programs that were available, things have 

stabilized, certainly not to where we want it to 

be, but it’s very volatile.” 

National and regional markets have to be con-

sidered, he said, adding that state and federal 

aid programs pumped about $22 million into 

Vermont’s dairy economy over the course of 

the year. 

Kiersten Bourgeois, of Dairy Farmers of America 

which merged with St. Albans Cooperative 

Creamery in 2019, said that according to figures 

from the state, the average number of dairy 

farms in the fourth financial quarter of 2020 is 

at 619, down from 631 in the third quarter. 

There were 646, on average, in the first quarter 

of the year. 

“One thing that’s important to understand, this 

has been a trend line that’s been continuing in 

terms of a reduction in overall farm numbers,” 

said Leon Berthiaume, senior adviser for Ver-

mont for Dairy Farmers of America. “This isn’t 

unique to 2020.” 

He said Vermont dairy farms close for myriad 

reasons. Often they’re owned by families, with 

each generation taking over the previous one, 

and many young farmers are choosing opportu-

nities elsewhere. 
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Dairies producing more product/hectare 
14 Dec 2020, 6 a.m. 

https://www.farmweekly.com.au/story/7051704/dairies-producing-more-producthectare/ 

 
UR best Western Australian dairy farms 

use grazing land more efficiently to 

produce more butter fat and protein 

milk solids (MS) per hectare, according to the 

latest Dairy Farm Monitor (DFM) project data. 

DFM data showed that during the 2019-20 sea-

son, average performing WA dairy farmers 

probably spent an extra $184 per cow on feed-

ing herds for 660 litres less milk production per 

cow than the top 25 per cent of the State's 

dairy farmers. 

It showed the average dairy farmer spent $1899 

per cow total feed cost last season, while the 

top 25pc spent $1715 per cow. 

"The top 25pc sacrifice less of their spring pas-

tures for fodder, preferring to direct graze ra-

ther than to lock it up to feed it back out later," 

farm performance consultant Kirk Reynolds told 

dairy farmers and industry people at the recent 

Western Dairy field day at White Rocks Farm, 

Benger. 

"Effectively, they feed their cows a higher pro-

portion of a lower cost feed," Mr Reynolds said 

of the top 25pc of dairy farmers as he explained 

the latest DFM data. 

Based on the data, the top 25pc of WA dairy 

farmers ran 1.1 cows per usable hectare com-

pared to 0.8 cows/ha for the average farmer, 

produced 578kgMS per cow compared to 

556kgMS/cow average and produced 

626kgMS/ha compared to 469kgMS/ha - a 33pc 

improvement on the average farmer, Mr Reyn-

olds pointed out. 

The figures he presented showed grazed feed - 

the cheapest form of feed - comprised 39pc of 

the milking herd diet on the top 25pc of WA 

dairy farms, compared to 29pc on the average 

dairy farm. 

Home-grown fodder comprised only 19pc of the 

herd diet on the top 25pc of dairy farms, com-

pared to 31pc on the average dairy farm and 

although the top 25pc of farmers purchased 

more than double the amount of bought fodder 

than the average farmer, it still only comprised 

5pc of their herds' diets. 

The top 25pc grew 57pc of their own feed, 

while average farmers fed their cows 67pc 

home-grown feed. 

The data showed that all WA dairy farmers fed 

their herds similar amounts of purchased dry 

matter concentrates - 38pc for the top 25 and 

39pc on average, with the average cow eating 

2.6 tonnes of it over the season. 

But the top 25pc paid an average of $57 a tonne 

less for dry matter concentrates than average 

farmers. 

According to the DFM data, for each full-time 

equivalent (FTE) worker they employed across 

the last season, the top 25pc of WA dairy farm-

ers produced 54,688kgMS compared to 

43,005kgMS for average farmers. 

"The top 25pc used their land more effectively 

and they are 27pc more labour efficient," Mr 

Reynolds said. 

"A lot of farmers rely on home-grown feed be-

cause they are in control of their cost struc-

tures, but when the top 25pc import feed it is 

very sound decision making. 

"They are sourcing different feeds and byprod-

ucts, but if the price is too expensive they are 

not locked in to one source or one feed type." 
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Last season, WA's 135 dairy farms produced 

364 million litres of milk, down 2.7pc on the 

previous season, compared to a decrease of 

only 0.2pc to 8.8 billion litres in national pro-

duction, Mr Reynolds said. 

The average WA dairy farm was "quite large", 

milking 481 cows, producing 561kgMS or 7884 

litres per cow and employing six FTE workers, 

he said. 

As well as being physically large, Mr Reynolds 

said the average dairy farm was also big busi-

ness with $10.5m in assets managed and with 

the average farmer holding 69pc equity in their 

business. 

He said with the average milk price rising one 

cent per litre last season to 52.3c/l, average 

gross farm income increased to $2,426,251, 

while the average cost of production eased 

about 0.8c/l to 52c/l for an average earnings be-

fore interest and tax of a "healthy" $909 per 

cow. 

Mr Reynolds said while the amount of feed "im-

ported" onto the average dairy farm last season 

eased 1pc to 39pc of total feed, the more im-

portant cost reduction came from dry matter 

concentrates, dropping from $540t to $507t in 

price. 

"Feed costs (34pc purchased feed and 18pc 

homegrown on average) and labour costs (14pc 

employed and 9pc imputed) are the big ones, 

put them together and you have 75pc of total 

farm costs," he said. 

"You really only have to focus on those two 

things." 

Last season's DFM data showed average farm 

variable costs came down $6 a cow to $2176, 

due mainly to the fall in dry matter concen-

trates price, but this was still $352 more per 

cow than in the 2016-17 season which was the 

best in recent years. 

Mr Reynolds said an easing of some costs and 

increased income from higher prices for milk 

and high beef and export heifer prices saw the 

average dairy farm return on assets and return 

on equity climb to 3.9pc and 8.1pc respectively. 

He said last season could be described as 

"something of a turnaround" from 2018-19. 

"But while it was a turnaround, it was still the 

second poorest year in the past seven years," 

Mr Reynolds said. 

"It's still a tough environment and the season 

obviously has been a cause of that, as well as 

feed prices certainly, so you need to be mindful 

in your decision making on how you run and 

how some of those external factors can affect 

your business, both physically and financially." 

This year, its seventh year in WA, the DFM pro-

ject collected data from 25 dairy farms from 

Waroona to Denmark - 12 irrigated and 13 dry-

land farms milking between 150 and 450 cows 

to produce 83m litres or 23pc of the State's milk 

volume. 

Host of the field day, White Rocks Farm, has 

been one of the participant farms for several 

years. 

White Rocks farmers, former WAFarmers dairy 

section president and Australian Dairy Farmers 

national council member Michael Partridge and 

his father, David, 87, who also held similar posi-

tions in the past, explained their dairy and veal 

operations. 

Michael Partridge said the key to the operation 

was to "keep it as simple as possible". 

From an original 178ha selection by John Par-

tridge in 1887, White Rocks has grown in the 

past 20 years to 1236ha -926ha arable and 

219ha irrigated on the Wellington Dam system. 

It runs 900 Friesian cows with calving all year. 

The herds are milked on a 50-stand rotary dairy 

on the main farm and on a 16-stand rotary dairy 

on a neighbouring satellite farm and produce 

about 6500L per cow. 

White Rocks is consistently below the DFM 

State average for cost of production and con-

sistently among the top performing 25pc of WA 

dairy farms, field day visitors were told. 



It employs eight workers - three have been 

there 10 years or more - and each worker lives 

in a house on the farm - there are 10 houses. 

 

 

Stars aligning for dairy but it's not flowing through to more milk yet 
14 Dec 2020, 10 a.m. 

https://www.farmonline.com.au/story/7052004/stars-aligning-for-dairy-but-its-not-flowing-through-to-more-milk-

yet/ 

ROM ripper seasonal conditions in the 

south to lower input costs, higher farm-

gate prices and buoyant consumer de-

mand, the stars are finally aligning for Austral-

ia's beleaguered dairy industry. 

The turning tide is yet to deliver significant lifts 

in milk production, with constraints such as la-

bour, debt reduction and uneasiness about pan-

demic uncertainties and relations with China 

holding back growth. 

National milk production will likely lift in the 

2020/21 season, for the first time in three 

years, but at the moment it is tracking towards 

the bottom end of Dairy Australia's forecast 

range of 1 to 3 per cent growth. 

December's Situation and Outlook from the big 

dairy services body shows production growth 

has been greatest in South Australia, western 

Victoria and Tasmania but is still in the negative 

range for most other regions. 

Still, industry analysts are saying this season will 

be one of the best for the dairy sector in many 

years and while good rainfall is key to that, ele-

vated retail sales is contributing in no small 

measure. 

The report describes how the easing of COVID-

19 restrictions has "unleashed months of pent-

up consumer demand" and seen food service 

sales rebound since spring. 

Sales of milk and butter grew 4.6 and 8.7 per 

cent respectively in the year-to-November. Con-

sumers have, however, shifted to buying larger 

pack sizes, usually priced at a discount. 

Australian Dairy Farmers chief executive officer 

David Inall said the hope was the lift in domestic 

sales would continue. 

"Australian dairy is fresh, it is nutritious and it is 

a product that we are all very proud of," he 

said. 

Mr Inall said the Australian Dairy Plan set the 

goal of boosting milk production to 9.6 billion li-

tres by 2025 and to 10 billion litres by 2030. 

If the plan was successful, it would result in sub-

stantial re-investment on-farm, he said. 

SA leads the way 

Prominent South Australian milk producer Rob 

Brokenshire, who with wife Mandy and son Nick 

milks 400 Jerseys at Mt Compass on the 

Fleurieu Peninsula, said there had been a con-

certed effort by government and industry 

groups in his state to grow the industry. 

The development of a five-year dairy plan had 

instilled in both farmers and processors a sense 

of collaboration and optimism for the future of 

their industry, he said. 

"There is also more confidence among produc-

ers now because we have access to a broader 

range of processors," Mr Brokenshire said. 

"New players, like Beston Foods, have entered 

the marketplace, along with boutique dairy pro-

cessors, and other processors have been ex-

panding. 

"This year, processors coming out of blocks 

early with farmgate price rises put pressure on 

others and alerted farmers there will be de-

mand for milk and good competition for it." 
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Farmgate milk prices have been rising for the 

past two years in SA, to the tune of around 

20pc. 

Mr Brokenshire said energy costs were still on 

the rise but 2020 had delivered a significant re-

duction in grain and hay prices. Hay has 

dropped by more than 50pc and barley is back 

$60 a tonne. 

"SA has always been in a really good position to 

expand its dairy sector because of access to 

plentiful and affordable hay and grain but we've 

needed other things to align and now they are 

starting to," Mr Brokenshire said. 

"The message to the wider dairy industry is we 

have to be working collaboratively. If the whole 

chain pulls together, we get the best result and 

that's where SA is going now." 

Victorian exits 

In Victoria, production has lifted the most in the 

western areas, followed by Gippsland. 

But farm exits are still a significant challenge. 

DA's report says preliminary data is showing 

around 11pc of dairy farmers in Victoria chose 

not to renew their licence for the 2020/21 sea-

son. This compares to the long term trend of 

4pc and is even higher than the rate of exits in 

2018/19. 

While exits can represent both consolidations 

and the removal of productive capacity, DA says 

that figure will no doubt put an upper limit on 

milk production growth for this and future sea-

sons. 

Labour 

A key battle this season for many milk produc-

ers, along with farmers across agriculture, is la-

bour. 

With closed national borders, the pool of inter-

national workers, both skilled and casual 'work-

ing holiday' staff, has dried up, the DA report 

said. 

Internal border closures have added further 

challenges. 

Mr Inall said securing access to a reliable, long-

term workforce remained one of the biggest 

challenges farmers faced. 

Unfortunately, we don't see that changing any 

time soon," he said. 

"But ADF has had some policy wins over the 

past couple of years in this area. We lobbied the 

federal government to change the Dairy Indus-

try Labour Agreement to allow skilled migrants 

working on dairy farms to apply for permanent 

residency." 

China . . and Indonesia 

Strong Chinese demand has underpinned the 

global dairy scene this year and for the first 

time since 2014, milk production in the four 

largest dairy exporting regions increased for 

more than four months in a row, the DA report 

said. 

While market analysts point to the very tight af-

filiation Chinese consumers have with Austral-

ian dairy, particularly infant formula, the cur-

rent relationship tensions between the two 

countries is making dairy exporters nervous. 

The time could be ripe to shift our gaze to Indo-

nesia, Victorian-based global meat and dairy 

supplier Ausfine Foods International says. 

Speaking in a DA podcast, Ausfine's operations 

director Garry Embleton said Indonesia had al-

ways been a market for Australian dairy but the 

emergence of China, combined with some of 

the difficulties of doing business in Jakarta, had 

made it a lower priority for exporters who had a 

choice. 

He said his company made a conscious 

choice.around seven years ago, "not to join the 

China pile-on" and look more to Indonesia. 

It's a market with plenty of potential - nearly 

300m people, a growing middle class and an in-

creasing appetite for western-style food. 

"While Australia has ignored this market, the 

Europeans and Americans have gone in in a big 

way," Mr Embleton said. 

"Over past 15 years, Australian dairy exports to 

Indonesia have halved, while the Americans 
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have gone from sending 13,000t to over 

120,000t and the Europeans 51,000t to over 

200,000t." 

Skim milk powder was the biggest product by 

volume going into Indonesia but cheese was a 

big growth item, Mr Embleton said. 

Australia could certainly compete on quality 

and specification grounds and price competition 

was no better or worse than any other part of 

South East Asia, he said. 

 

 

680 litre tainted milk destroyed; 14 shops sealed 
December 12, 2020 

https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/757068-680-litre-tainted-milk-destroyed-14-shops-sealed 

AHORE:Punjab Food Authority (PFA) has 

sealed 14 milk shops and two food 

points besides disposing of 680 litre 

chemically contaminated milk during a crack-

down in different parts of the city here on Fri-

day. 

On the directions of PFA Director General Ra-

faqat Ali Naswana, food and dairy safety teams 

visited dozens of eateries, especially milk points 

in their respective areas to control the sale of 

impure and substandard food. During the crack-

down, PFA teams had sealed milk shops in the 

areas of Taj Bagh, Tajpura, Band Road and other 

parts of the metropolis. 

Meanwhile, the food safety team closed down 

Al-Makkah General Store for not paying the li-

cense fees and non-adherence to the PFA’s in-

structions. Naswana said PFA closed down all 

food points including a tea stall due to adultera-

tion and violation of the Punjab Pure Food Reg-

ulations. He said that PFA is using mobile milk 

testing to quickly find out the adulteration and 

quality of milk on the spot. An adulteration in 

basic food like milk causes many diseases in 

children and adults, he added. 

 

 

Milk and Cookies with Santa at Blue Ribbon Dairy 
Dec 10, 2020 

https://www.tallasseetribune.com/news/milk-and-cookies-with-santa-at-blue-ribbon-dairy/article_44130f9e-

3b05-11eb-b618-e7f8c8195f37.html 

hristmas isn't Christmas without the an-

nual photo with Santa Claus, and the 

hardworking women and men at Blue 

Ribbon Dairy are giving area children and par-

ents the opportunity to enjoy fresh milk and 

cookies with the Jolly Olé St. Nick. 

Blue Ribbon dairy, which is located at 5290 

Chana Creek Rd in the Kent community of Tal-

lassee will open to the public this Saturday, Dec. 

12, from 12:30-2:30 p.m. to serve up baked 

cookies along with the freshest milk in the area. 

Blue Ribbon Dairy opened in 2018 but when it 

comes to dairy farming, it's a family tradition for 

owner Michaela Sanders, who is a fourth-gener-

ation dairy farmer. The dairy once belonged to 

her grandfather, C.D. "Buddy" Lott, and was 

known as Lott Dairy Farm. 

Back in the 1940s, when the dairy farm first be-

gan, it was one of a kind, and today that distinc-

tion continues, from one generation to the 

next. 

Blue Ribbon Dairy certainly is unique. The milk 

produced there is pasteurized and it is full-fat 

milk. It comes from the cow and goes directly 

into the pasteurizer where it is heated to 145 
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degrees for 30 minutes. After it cools down the 

milk is bottled. 

Because it is full-fat the milk can be used to 

make other fresh dairy products like butter and 

creamer for coffee. 

Milk from Blue Ribbon Dairy can be purchased 

from stores in Tallassee, Eclectic, Deatsville, 

Holtville, Lafayette, Millbrook, Montgomery, 

New Site, Pike Road, Opelika, Prattville, Titus, 

Wallsboro, and Wetumpka. 

 

 

 

The end of dairy’s ‘dirty secret’? Farms have a year to stop killing male calves 
Thu 10 Dec 2020 06.15 GMT 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/dec/10/the-end-of-dairys-dirty-secret-farms-have-a-year-to-

stop-killing-male-calves 

airy farmers have until the end of next 

year to prove they are no longer killing 

male calves on-farm under new rules 

which will apply to nearly all UK farms from Jan-

uary, the Guardian has learned. 

The number of male calves being killed straight 

after birth, known as a “dirty secret” among 

farmers, has prompted outrage from animal 

welfare groups and many within the farming 

sector. 

A Guardian investigation in 2018 estimated that 

95,000 were being killed every year within a 

few days of birth. The lack of viable markets for 

bull calves and public apathy towards consum-

ing British rosé veal had meant it was some-

times cheaper to kill calves rather than rear 

them. 

However, a rise in the use of sexed semen, 

which dramatically reduces the number of male 

calves born, and new retailer policies to help 

farmers find markets for their calves is leading 

to a fall in animals being killed. 

Around 60,000 male calves are now killed on-

farm every year, according to industry esti-

mates, which is around 15% of the bull calves 

born on dairy farms. But this figure is expected 

to drop significantly with new rules restricting 

the killing of calves coming into force from next 

year. 

All farms covered by the Red Tractor standards 

(the scheme applies to 95% of milk produced in 

the UK) will have to have written breeding and 

management policies in place and maintain 

data on all births and deaths, according to new 

rules due to be announced imminently. The 

new standards state farms will be banned from 

the “routine euthanasia of calves”. 

The rules come into force on 1 January, but a 

spokesperson for Red Tractor told the Guardian 

this week that farmers would have until the end 

of next year to meet the standards. 

A steady increase in the use of sexed semen 

since the early 1990s has recently seen sales 

jumping from 18% in 2017 to more than 50% of 

total semen sales in 2020. Industry figures ex-

pect it to completely replace conventional se-

men within five years. 

“It’s been a gamechanger,” said Andrew Sud-

des, a farm consultant for Promar. “Farmers are 

able to produce heifer [female] calves more 

easily. You can now produce the replacement 

heifers that you need with sexed semen, and 

use beef semen on the rest [of the cows] to pro-

duce calves that can be better kept and reared 

for beef.” 

Although sexed semen increases costs for farm-

ers, it can reduce the proportion of male calves 

being born to less than 10%. 

A number of retailers have already banned the 

killing of male dairy calves or their export over-

seas from farms in their supply chains. Retailers 

including Sainsbury’s, Co-op, Waitrose, Marks & 

Spencer and Morrisons now have calf schemes 

in place to help ensure rearing dairy bull calves 
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is economically viable for farmers. 

In the case of Morrisons, farmers are required 

to rear the calves to a certain weight until 15–

40 days of age, at which point they will be 

bought by a beef-rearing company. The retailer 

also committed to buying calves born on farms 

under bovine tuberculosis restrictions, which 

leave farmers with few markets to sell to. 

 

 

 

Dairy farmers could face challenging 2021, UM professor says 
December 10, 2020 

https://kiwaradio.com/ag-news/dairy-farmers-could-face-challenging-2021-um-professor-says/ 

 
arin Bozic is an assistant professor in 

dairy foods marketing economics in 

the department of applied econom-

ics at the University of Minnesota. In a recent 

conference call with reporters, Bozic said the 

first few months of the new year will present 

challenges to dairy farmers. The COVID-19 pan-

demic takes most of the responsibility. 

“Good news and bad news on the COVID-19 

front,” Bozic said. “The good news is three via-

ble vaccines that are pending emergency use 

authorization in the next 10 days. They will start 

rolling out to the general population. By next 

summer, we should be back to normal. The bad 

news is the next few weeks, and perhaps next 

few months, are going to be literally deadly. 

With high infection rates and high hospitaliza-

tion rates, what that means for dairy markets is 

we will have less demand for dairy products on 

anything that has to do with food away from 

home.” 

According to the Iowa State Dairy Association, 

there are approximately 1,360 licensed dairy 

herds in the state. Iowa is the 12th largest milk-

producing state in the US. Additionally, Iowa 

dairy farms generate approximately $837 mil-

lion in milk sales annually. 

Bozic adds butter and cheese producers had re-

spectable growth year/year in 2020, however, 

there is uncertainty for next year. 

“A lot of that growth was due to the interven-

tion programs that were appropriated in 2020, 

but there is no industry consensus about their 

beneficial impact to the dairy industry in 2021,” 

Bozic said. “The incoming administration has 

also not signaled their willingness yet to con-

tinue the Farmers to Families Food Box Pro-

gram.” 

Bozic noted that national milk production grew 

tremendously in 2020 with 2.3 percent growth 

rates in September and October. 
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The end of dairy’s ‘dirty secret’? Farms have a year to stop killing male calves 
Thu 10 Dec 2020 06.15 GMT 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/dec/10/the-end-of-dairys-dirty-secret-farms-have-a-year-to-

stop-killing-male-calves 

 
airy farmers have until the end of next 

year to prove they are no longer killing 

male calves on-farm under new rules 

which will apply to nearly all UK farms from Jan-

uary, the Guardian has learned. 

The number of male calves being killed straight 

after birth, known as the “dirty secret” among 

farmers, has prompted outrage from animal 

welfare groups and many within the farming 

sector. 

A Guardian investigation in 2018 estimated that 

95,000 were being killed every year within a 

few days of birth. The lack of viable markets for 

bull calves and public apathy towards consum-

ing British rosé veal had meant it was some-

times cheaper to kill calves rather than rear 

them. 

However, a rise in the use of sexed semen, 

which dramatically reduces the number of male 

calves born, and new retailer policies to help 

farmers find markets for their calves is leading 

to a fall in animals being killed. 

Around 60,000 male calves are now killed on-

farm every year, according to industry esti-

mates, which is around 15% of the bull calves 

born on dairy farms. But this figure is expected 

to drop significantly with new rules restricting 

the killing of calves coming into force from next 

year. 

All farms covered by the Red Tractor standards 

(the scheme applies to 95% of milk produced in 

the UK) will have to have written breeding and 

management policies in place and maintain 

data on all births and deaths, according to new 

rules due to be announced imminently. The 

new standards state farms will be banned from 

the “routine euthanasia of calves”. 

The rules come into force on 1 January, but a 

spokesperson for Red Tractor told the Guardian 

this week that farmers would have until the end 

of next year to meet the standards. 

A steady increase in the use of sexed semen 

since the early 1990s has recently seen sales 

jumping from 18% in 2017 to more than 50% of 
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total semen sales in 2020. Industry figures ex-

pect it to completely replace conventional se-

men within five years. 

“It’s been a gamechanger,” said Andrew Sud-

des, a farm consultant for Promar. “Farmers are 

able to produce heifer [female] calves more 

easily. You can now produce the replacement 

heifers that you need with sexed semen, and 

use beef semen on the rest [of the cows] to pro-

duce calves that can be better kept and reared 

for beef.” 

As the climate crisis escalates ... 

… the Guardian will not stay quiet. Millions are 

flocking to the Guardian every day, and thou-

sands read our environmental reporting every 

week. Readers in 180 countries, including India 

now support us financially. 

Amid the various crises of 2020, we continue to 

recognise the climate emergency as the defin-

ing issue of our lifetimes. We’re determined to 

uphold our reputation for producing powerful, 

high-impact environmental journalism that re-

flects the urgency of the situation and is always 

grounded in science and truth. 

Last year we published a climate pledge, outlin-

ing the steps we promised to take in service of 

the planet. And we’ve made good institutional 

progress since: we no longer accept advertising 

from fossil fuel companies and we’re on course 

to achieve net zero emissions by 2030. 

We believe everyone deserves access to quality, 

trustworthy news and analysis, so we choose to 

keep our journalism open for all readers, re-

gardless of where they live or what they can af-

ford to pay. 

When it’s never been more pertinent, the 

Guardian’s independence means we can scruti-

nise, challenge and expose those in power on 

their climate policies and decisions. We have no 

shareholders or billionaire owner, meaning all 

of our journalism is free from commercial and 

political influence – this makes us different. We 

can investigate and report without fear or fa-

vour. 

If there were ever a time to join us, it is now. 

You have the power to support us through 

these volatile economic times and enable our 

journalism to reach more people, in all coun-

tries. 

 

 

Dairy group seeks USDA extension for DMC signups 
Dec 08, 2020 

https://www.farmprogress.com/farm-policy/dairy-group-seeks-usda-extension-dmc-signups 

he National Milk Producers Federation 

urged USDA to extend signup for the 

2021 Dairy Margin Coverage Program to 

Jan. 30, 2021, allowing dairy farmers to make 

better-informed choices while giving both milk 

producers and USDA staff strained by corona-

virus-related challenges additional time to com-

municate. The current signup deadline of Fri-

day, Dec. 11 remains in place while USDA con-

siders NMPF’s request. 

“Extending the DMC deadline to the end of next 

month will allow farmers to better focus on the 

turbulent marketing environment we now ex-

pect to see in 2021, once we are through the 

upcoming holiday season,” says Jim Mulhern, 

president and CEO of NMPF, in the letter. “An 

extension would allow more time for interac-

tion between USDA staff and farmers – both of 

whom are working through the challenges of 

this very difficult year.” 

Unfortunately, based on USDA’s most recent 

data, the DMC sign-up for next year is currently 

well below the participation levels of both 2019 

and 2020, the letter noted. Last year, approxi-

mately 13,000 farmers enrolled in DMC for 

2020; this represents just over 51% of the oper-

ations with established DMC production histo-

ries. 
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“But as we approach the close of this year’s en-

rollment window, just 7,846 dairy operations 

are enrolled for 2021, representing less than 

one-third of the dairies with production histo-

ries,” NMPF notes. 

USDA last week announced a similar one-month 

deadline extension to assist fisherman applying 

for its seafood trade relief program. 

The DMC, the main federal risk-protection tool 

for dairy farmers, is projected to provide sup-

port to producers enrolled at the maximum 

$9.50/cwt. coverage level through at least the 

first half of 2021, as volatile market conditions 

are expected to persist well into next year. 

In a recent Farm Bureau market intel report, 

economist Michael Nepveux says the low enroll-

ment is somewhat surprising given the ex-

pected benefits of enrolling in 2021. “While a 

rally in crop markets may be a boon for those 

farmers, it results in increased feed costs for 

dairy producers. Increased feed costs squeeze 

dairy farmers’ margins, making participation in 

programs like DMC more attractive,” Nepveux 

says. 

“As of now, all of 2021 is expected to see a trig-

ger price above $19/cwt, resulting in a relatively 

decent chance of payments at this coverage 

level. Current Class III and Class IV milk futures, 

and milk price forecasts indicate the all milk 

price used to calculate margins will likely re-

main under the trigger price throughout the 

year, resulting in payments. It would make 

sense for producers to at least enroll their first 

5 million pounds under Tier I at a $9.50 cover-

age level given the expected net benefit,” 

Nepveux adds. 

NMPF is urging dairy farmers to sign up for the 

program, given the high likelihood that pay-

ments will far exceed premiums next year. “A 

deadline extension will allow us to continue 

driving home the point that farmers must utilize 

DMC next year, particularly in light of the criti-

cal safety net support it provided during these 

last two years,” the letter from Mulhern says. 

NMPF adds it has produced an easy-to-digest 

brochure highlighting the benefits of DMC cov-

erage and an explanation of how the program 

works. Dairy producers can also visit NMPF’s 

page on risk management to learn more about 

DMC and other tools to promote financial secu-

rity for dairy operations. 

 

 

ULCCS plans big time in dairy; looks for a CEO 
December 7, 2020 

https://www.indiancooperative.com/co-op-news-snippets/ulccs-plans-big-time-in-dairy-looks-for-a-ceo/ 

he Uralungal Labour Contract Co-opera-

tive Society Limited (ULCCS Ltd.), a 95- 

year-old workers’ cooperative society 

which is the largest primary workers’ coopera-

tive in Asia is in the process of filling the Chief 

Executive Officer’s post for its dairy venture. 

Located in Kerala state, ULCCS Ltd. is launching 

an integrated dairy cold chain project to en-

hance the income of their members which in-

volves collection of milk from its members, pro-

cessing and marketing as milk and value-added 

milk products. 

The backward integration will have animal hus-

bandry by members supported by veterinary 

service and other inputs such as cattle feed, 

fodder development activity by the society. The 

milk will be procured and processed in a 1.0 

LLPD capacity dairy plant located near Vada-

kara. 

The incumbent shall be responsible for planning 

the procurement, processing, product manufac-

turing and marketing. 

“The CEO shall plan the market survey, commis-

sion the dairy plant, ensure the quality of prod-

ucts and be well versed with the current legal 
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compliances required by dairy plants”, says 

ULCCS in an advt. 

 

 

Food Authority Dumps 2,920 Litre Adulterated Milk 
Sat 05th December 2020 

https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/food-authority-dumps-2920-litre-adulterated-1105311.html 

 
UZAFFARGARH, (UrduPoint / Paki-

stan Point News - 5th Dec, 2020 ) 

:Punjab food Authority (PFA), 

launching grand operation, claimed to have 

dumped 2,920 litre adulterated milk being sup-

plied through six small containers on different 

routes here on Saturday. 

A total of 8290 litres milk were checked at 

40 vehicles through lactometer by the experts 

on the occasion. 

"Some 34 milk vehicles were cleared as pure, 

while six found to be mixed up with urea ferti-

lizers and other chemicals" DG PFA Rafaqat Ali 

told. 

He said the lactoscan test had proved presence 

of hefty amount of mixing into the milk which is 

a punishable act. 

He said adulterated milk used to hinder growth 

of children both physically and mentally. He 

vowed that action against adulteration mafia 

would be continued across the board and with 

daily basis in future. 

 

 

Dairy Resources 
Dec 3, 2020 

https://www.kmaland.com/ag/dairy-resources/article_420ce78c-94a9-5c22-b9f0-6f170b279e73.html 

isconsin dairy processors are invited 

to apply for the next round of Dairy 

Processor Grants. Administered by 

the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade 

and Consumer Protection the grants are in-

tended to foster innovation, improve profitabil-

ity, and sustain the long-term viability of the 

state’s dairy processing facilities. 

Funding from the reimbursement grants can be 

used to address food safety, staff training, plant 

expansion or modernization, and professional 

consulting services. Eligible applicants must op-

erate a licensed dairy-processing plant in Wis-

consin. Applicants must be engaged in pasteur-

izing, processing or manufacturing milk or dairy 

products. 

Grants of as much as $50,000 will be awarded 

for projects. The processor is required to pro-

vide a match of at least 20 percent of the grant 

amount. Recipients will be chosen through a 

competitive selection process and will be an-

nounced in February 2021. 

Dairy-judging team earns second in intercolle-

giate contest 

Two teams representing the University of Wis-

consin-Madison recently competed in the 2020 

Online Intercollegiate Dairy Judging Contest. 

One of the two teams placed second overall in 
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the contest involving 13 teams from nine uni-

versities.  

The two teams representing UW-Madison were 

Team Cardinal and Team White. Team Cardinal 

was comprised of Jenna Broege, Lindsey Sar-

backer and Anne Runde. Team White was com-

prised of Elise Bleck, Ben Kronberg and Grace 

Vos. Both teams were coached by Brian Kelroy 

and Trent Olson. 

Team Cardinal placed second overall behind Vir-

ginia Polytechnic Institute and State Univer-

sity. Team Cardinal also placed second in the 

oral reasons portion of the competition. For the 

breed segment of the contest Team Cardinal 

earned first-place honors in Jerseys. It finished 

second in both Holsteins and Brown Swiss. 

Jenna Broege, who was the second high individ-

ual overall in the contest, led the team with 574 

points. Lindsey Sarbacker placed third overall 

and second in oral reasons. All three members 

of Team Cardinal ranked in the top 15 individu-

als overall. 

UW-Madison’s Team White placed eighth in the 

contest. Elise Bleck was the ninth high individ-

ual overall and eighth in oral reasons. 

World Dairy Expo podcasts launched 

World Dairy Expo recently launched a new pod-

cast, “The Dairy Show.” The podcast series will 

feature topics ranging from cows to the colored 

shavings to technology while introducing a new 

guest during each episode. 

Dairy-data partnership formed 

The International Dairy Data Exchange recently 

was launched to streamline data exchange 

among dairy herds, milk-recording organiza-

tions, dairy-equipment manufacturers and 

other dairy-related organizations. 

The exchange brings together milk-recording or-

ganizations and national databases across a 

dozen countries. It represents about 200,000 

dairy herds and 20 million dairy cows. It will de-

liver data-exchange services that integrate on-

farm dairy equipment and devices plus software 

with national dairy information systems and da-

tabases, said Reinhard Reents, managing direc-

tor of the International Dairy Data Exchange. 

Data flow between farm-management software 

and milk-recording organization databases is 

key. That is particularly important as the vol-

ume of data available on farms increases and 

systems move to cloud-based solutions, he said. 

 

 

Dairy Has Changed 
Dec 2, 2020 

https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming/dairy/dairy-has-changed/article_10157003-a0aa-5a1e-ab90-

3bb6190daf82.html 

 am not certain why I have been thinking of 

my grandmother’s homemade cottage 

cheese this morning, but I remember it viv-

idly. 

Today’s recipes call for milk to be heated to a 

certain temperature. My grandmother put the 

milk in a tub on the back of the wood stove and 

could tell when it reached the proper tempera-

ture by putting her finger into the milk. I also re-

member the curds draining while hanging on 

the clothesline followed by mixing in the sweet 

cream, salt and pepper to make it perfect. 

Nothing was better, unless you added some 

homemade apple butter! 

Times have changed for cottage cheese manu-

facturing and the entire dairy industry. 

Let’s look at the 1935 USDA Census of Agricul-

ture. In 1934 there were 24.6 million milking 

dairy cows producing 10.7 billion pounds of milk 

on 5.2 million farms. That amounts to 84 gallons 

per year or 1.6 gallons per week for each of the 

126.4 million people who lived in the country at 

that time. Assuming each cow was milked each 
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day, that’s also 433.9 gallons per cow per year, 

or about 1.2 gallons per cow per day. 

Jump forward to the 2017 Census of Agricul-

ture. In 2017 the number of dairy farms had 

dropped to 54,599 with 9.5 million milking 

cows. The top 23 milk-producing states had 8.7 

million of those cows. Those 23 states produced 

202.5 billion pounds of milk, or 23.5 billion gal-

lons in 2017. This equals 72 gallons per year for 

each of the 327 million U.S. residents at that 

time. Each cow produced 2,695 gallons per 

year, or about 7.4 gallons per cow per day. 

That is quite a production increase since 1934. 

Another area of change is the global consolida-

tion of dairy companies to form a number of 

very large corporations in the industry. Here’s a 

look at the top five across the globe, one of 

which is very familiar to our Pennsylvania indus-

try stakeholders: 

No. 5 — Yili, with $13.4 billion in sales in 2019. 

Yili is a Chinese company that processes milk 

and manufactures milk products. It was 

founded in 1993 and was a sponsor of the 2008 

Beijing Olympics. 

No. 4 — Danone, a European multinational 

company that had over $18 billion in sales in 

2019. Danone is headquartered in Paris and 

sells its products in more than 120 countries. 

Danone is also working to increase its plant-

based products business, recently opening a 

large factory in DuBois, Pennsylvania, that is the 

largest production facility in the U.S. for making 

plant-based yogurts. 

No. 3 — Dairy Farmers of America had revenue 

of $20.1 billion in 2019 and, depending on your 

source, has more than 14,000 members in 48 

states. Pennsylvania farms represent some of its 

smallest dairy farms with herds of 50 or fewer 

cows. DFA also has members with several thou-

sand cows. DFA markets and manufactures 

milk, ice cream, frozen yogurt, butter and 

cream products. Recently, the company pur-

chased the four Pennsylvania plants previously 

owned by Dean Foods Inc. 

No. 2 — Lactalis, another French company, with 

$21 billion in sales in 2019. Lactalis American 

Group Inc. operates out of Buffalo, New York, 

and is the holding company for 159 companies 

that are part of its corporate family. It is known 

primarily for cheese manufacturing and trades 

such well-known brands as Sorrento, Stonyfield 

Organic, Black Diamond and Siggi’s. 

No. 1 — Nestle tops the list and is said to have a 

hand in almost all the brands that are globally 

famous. Nestle operates in 189 countries and 

has nearly 300,000 employees. Its revenue in 

2019 topped $22 billion. 

These figures are quite daunting, yet we in 

Pennsylvania can remain focused on buying lo-

cal. We are fortunate to have locally- and fam-

ily-owned processing plants that have main-

tained viability in the hectic COVID climate. The 

Pennsylvania Milk Marketing Board supports 

any processor who buys milk from Pennsylvania 

dairy farmers, but our primary support goes to 

buying products also manufactured and sold in 

the state. 

 

Wakiso small-scale dairy farmers trained in best practices 
2nd December 2020 

https://www.newvision.co.ug/news/1534024/wakiso-small-scale-dairy-farmers-trained-best-practices 

ur first phase is intended to benefit the 

small-scale dairy, especially in this 

neighbourhood. We want to demon-

strate to them that even with a small piece of 

land and a small herd, one can profit from dairy 

farming." 

Hajati Mariam Namuyomba, who hails from 

Kasamba village in Busuka sub-county, Wakiso 

district has reared cattle for close to 12 years 

now. However, her tale is a mixture of joy and 

sorry. 

On one hand, she has been able to get milk for 
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her family and a little surplus for sale to raise 

money to meet the family's basic needs. 

However, her other story is one full of misad-

venture. Being a small-scale farmer, she started 

off with two heifers. 

"My first major setback was that I had to rely on 

a neighbour's bull to fertilise my heifers. Sadly, 

they took long to conceive, and when they 

eventually did, one of the calves died under cir-

cumstances," Namuyomba says. 

She adds that during the dry season, it was also 

hard to feed her cow because the pasture was 

scarce or she had to rely on banana peelings 

from the neighbours. 

Namuyomba's story is shared by Anatoli Kiberu 

Kanana, a 67-year-old farmer from Nagamba vil-

lage in Nansana municipality, Wakiso district. 

cows I had did not perform well in terms of milk 

production. It has been costly for me to feed 

them and to hire professional veterinary offic-

ers to treat them in case of infections. And with 

only one acre of land to rely on, I have even 

contemplated quitting trying to keep dairy cat-

tle," Kiberu says. 

 

Unfortunately, the two tales are what charac-

terises most dairy farmers, whether small, me-

dium or large-scale. 

And indeed, this frustration was echoed by the 

over 20 small-scale farmers that were trained at 

Busuku demo dairy farm in Wakiso district last 

week. 

Due diligence 

Dr Dickson Tayebya, a lecturer at School of Vet-

erinary Medicine and Animal Resources at Mak-

erere University, who was a facilitator during 

the training, explained that the team of trainers 

had carried out research across the country to 

establish the actual challenges dairy farmers 

grapple with. 

"Our findings indicated that there a major chal-

lenge with breed selection, feeding, disease 

management and the general management 

practices, among others. 

That is why our team of trainers has experts in 

dairy breeding, good farming practices, animal 

health and veterinary drug use, pasture identifi-

cation and management, among others," he 

said. 

Makerere moves in to help 

Realising the need to address the numerous 

challenges faced by dairy farmers in the coun-

try, Makerere University in collaboration with 

National Animal Genetic Resource and Data 

Bank initiated a project dubbed ‘Improving the 

Productivity of Dairy Farmers by Supporting 

Dairy Technology and Infrastructure' - other-

wise referred to as - Korea Uganda Dairy Project  

Prof. Robert Tweyongyere, the project head and 

dean of the School of Veterinary Medicine and 

Animal Resources at Makerere University, said 

initially, they used to send students to South 

Korean farms for internship placements so that 

upon their return, they enforce best dairy farm-

ing practices in Uganda. 

"However, over time, we realised that the inter-

vention would be more effective if farmers and 

students received that hands-on training here in 

Uganda where it would be more applicable," he 

said. 

Prof. Tweyongyere added that the people be-

hind the project also realised the need to have a 

fully-fledged training demonstration centre in 

the country that covers the entire value chain of 

dairy farming. 

He says that is why the demonstration centre at 

Busuku in Wakiso district is being set up. 

"Our first phase is intended to benefit the small-

scale dairy, especially in this neighbourhood. 

We want to demonstrate to them that even 

with a small piece of land and a small herd, one 

can profit from dairy farming. 

"Our training centre here in Busuku will em-

power farmers on how to identify a good dairy 

breed, the best feeding programme for opti-

mum productivity, silage and haymaking, 

pest/disease management and control, basics 

of zero-grazing, and above all value addition," 



he explained. 

Prof. Tweyongyere added that the long-term is 

to admit students at the institute who will re-

ceive a holistic training in the dairy farming 

value chain. 

 

Prof. Tweyongyere said the three-year project is 

working in collaboration with Chonuk National 

University and are funded by the Korea Rural 

Community Cooperation. 

Farmers upbeat 

The over 20 pioneer small-scale dairy farmers 

were optimistic that with the training, their for-

tunes can only get better. 

"For instance, I feel more knowledgeable on 

how to prevent and identify sicknesses among 

the herd. I will also be more careful with what I 

feed my cows, especially adoption of silage and 

feed supplements," Namuyomba said. 

For Kiberu, the best tip of the day was the need 

to provide his cows with enough drinking water 

as this has a huge impact on the health of the 

cow and milk production. 

The trainers were also oriented on how to use 

locally available materials to construct good 

structures as well as the need to embrace artifi-

cial insemination. 

 

 

Cainthus launches new technology allowing large dairies to further optimize milk produc-

tion and animal welfare 
01-Dec-2020 

https://www.feednavigator.com/Article/2020/12/01/Cainthus-launches-new-technology-allowing-large-dairies-to-

further-optimize-milk-production-and-animal-welfare# 

he computer vision and artificial intelli-

gence company, set up to turn visual 

data into actionable insights for farmers, 

said ALUS Behavior monitors cows 24/7 in order 

to provide a complete behavior analysis, ensur-

ing that cows are displaying the behavioral pat-

terns that result in maximum milk production. 

“We believe that ALUS Behavior is a cutting-

edge product with the ability to transform farm 

operations.” 

Large scale dairy operations often struggle with 

labor shortages, farm profitability and feed 

management, while keeping animal health and 

welfare at a high level, said Cainthus. Using this 

technology, large dairies have access to valua-

ble insights on cow behavior and cow comfort, 

pivotal to further increase farm profitability and 

sustainability, said the developer. 

When asked if a farmer was already using ALUS 

Nutrition, what difference would the new prod-

uct make to their operation, Cainthus CEO, Ai-

dan Connolly, told us both ALUS products use 

the same technology and hardware - computer 

vision combined with artificial intelligence - to 

address different challenges on dairy farms: 

"As the name suggests, ALUS Nutrition keeps an 

eye on feed availability 24/7 to ensure that your 

cows always have access to feed. The system 

passively monitors events like feed deliveries, 

push-ups and cleanouts and tracks those move-

ments relative to the desired schedule. It ena-

bles producers to improve the consistency of 

their operations, maximize intakes and reduce 

feed waste. 

"Conversely ALUS Behavior monitors how the 

herd behaves in the pen, 24/7, in order to pro-

vide a complete behavior analysis. The goal is to 

ensure that your cows are displaying optimal 

behavioral patterns to maximum milk produc-

tion but also animal welfare, with the intent to 

make the changes required to improve cow 

comfort and address lameness or other health 

issues proactively "These products together 

provide a solution to two of the five domains of 
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animal welfare – nutrition and behavior – and 

are critical for a successful and profitable dairy 

business." 

In term of the benefits of ALUS Behavior in 

terms of supporting dairy cattle feeding strate-

gies, he said the technology allows producers to 

measure lying time, to create metrics around 

cow comfort, and what activities cows engage 

in while in the pen, establishing a 24-time 

budget. " 

 

 


